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Hi everyone,  

Welcome to a brand new St Mary’s News and in this edition we will tell you 

what is happening around the school and around the world. You can see a 

sample of all the wonderful writing that you have been doing and find some 

recommended books for your year group. You can also find out about Mrs 

Lillywhite’s reasons behind the stamps reward system in ‘Why, How and 

When? (Stamps Edition!) There is a recipe for you to try and enjoy, as well as 

some fun activities to keep you busy. We hope you enjoy reading this edition 

of St Mary’s News! 

Mrs Gill 

Jessica Trotman 

Hattie Kendall 

Josh Lawrence 

(St Mary’s News Team) 



Mrs Lillywhite’s Why, How and When? (Stamps Edition!) 

 

Year 6 assistant editors (Jessica Trotman, Hattie Kendall, Josh Lawrence) decided they 

would like to interview Mrs Lillywhite about her decision to start the stamps reward 

system. 

 

 

Why did you introduce the stamps? - “I introduced the stamps to recognise and 

reward people who always work hard and try their best.” 

How did you get the stamps? – “To get the stamps, I asked my kids what they 

think you would like. After that, I went onto amazon and bought all they 

suggested.”  

When did you think of the idea/when did you start it? - “I can’t actually 

remember when I thought of the idea and it was released on 4th of September 

2024.” 

Mrs Lillywhite’s reward system has been very successful with some children achieving more 

than one full reward card! It is great to see our values being demonstrated and rules being 

upheld around the school by most children – keep up the great work! 

 



Super Book Recommendations 

 
Year 3 (Ages 7–8) 

Book: Carrie and the Roller Boots by Lisa Thompson 

Illustrator: Jess Rose 

Synopsis: Carrie dreams of performing a roller-skating routine at her school assembly. 

However, there's a catch—she's never roller-skated before! This delightful, illustrated 

chapter book explores themes of friendship and perseverance, making it ideal for young 

readers, including those who are dyslexic or reluctant readers. 

 
Year 4 (Ages 8–9) 

Book: Gina Kaminski Rescues the Giant by Craig Barr-Green 

Illustrator: Francis Martin 

Synopsis: In this modern twist on "Jack and the Beanstalk," confident, autistic protagonist 

Gina Kaminski devises a plan involving no magic beans but plenty of cake to correct the 

original plot. This empowering story encourages children to take control of their narratives 

and is perfect for fans of fractured fairy tales and character-driven stories.  



 
Year 5 (Ages 9–10) 

Book: Jakub’s Otter by Coral Rumble 

Synopsis: Ten-year-old Jakub cares for his mother, who has multiple sclerosis. When family 

friends take him to Italy for a break, he can't stop worrying about his mum. With the help of 

a wise woodsman, Jakub discovers a new side of himself through storytelling and poetry. 

This distinctive and original story explores themes of self-discovery and the connection 

between humans and nature. 

 

 
Year 6 (Ages 10–11) 

Book: The Boy in the Suit by James Fox 

Synopsis: Solo, a ten-year-old boy, navigates poverty, his mother’s mental health 

challenges, and social stigma. This touching novel addresses empathy, kindness, and 

community support. Solo's journey, from attending funerals to a heart-wrenching search 

for his mother, culminates in a hopeful new beginning with his father. It's a poignant and 

convincing story of resilience and love.  



Your Amazing Writing 

 

 



     

 



      

  

 



 

  



 

 



What’s in the News Around the World? 

AI Helps Predict Extreme Weather in East Africa 

Scientists from the University of Oxford and the United Nations World Food Programme 
have developed a new system that uses Artificial Intelligence (AI) to predict extreme 
weather events like floods and droughts in East Africa. This technology helps communities 
prepare for disasters before they happen, saving lives and protecting homes. By analysing 
weather patterns, the AI can provide early warnings, giving people time to take action. This 
innovation is especially important as climate change makes extreme weather more 
common.  

Think About It: 

 Why is it important to predict extreme weather events early? 
 How can technology like AI help communities stay safe? 
 What other ways can we prepare for natural disasters? 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Recipe 

Sunshine Smoothie! 

A fruity, fun and refreshing drink you can make at home with just a few ingredients. 

Ingredients (Serves 2): 

 1 small banana, peeled and sliced 
 100g strawberries (fresh or frozen), hulled 
 100g mango (fresh or frozen), chopped 
 150ml low-fat natural yoghurt or dairy-free alternative 
 100ml semi-skimmed milk or oat/almond milk 
 A few ice cubes (optional) 
 1 teaspoon honey (optional, for extra sweetness) 

 Instructions: 

1. Put the banana, strawberries, mango, yoghurt and milk into a blender. 
2. Add a few ice cubes if you want it extra cold. 
3. Blend until smooth and creamy (about 30 seconds). 
4. Taste it — if you want it sweeter, add the honey and blend again. 
5. Pour into cups or bottles and enjoy! 

Top Tips: 

 Swap fruits for whatever you like — blueberries, peaches, or pineapple work great 
too! 

 Freeze any leftovers in lolly moulds for homemade smoothie ice lollies. 
 Add a handful of spinach or oats to make it even healthier — you won’t even taste it! 

 

Word Search 



 

 

 



Trivia Quiz (answers at the end of the last page).  

 

1. What is the highest mountain in the UK? 

A) Snowdon 
B) Ben Nevis 
C) Scafell Pike 
D) Helvellyn 

2. Which British scientist developed the theory of gravity after watching an apple fall from a 
tree? 

A) Charles Darwin 
B) Stephen Hawking 
C) Isaac Newton 
D) Alexander Fleming 

3. The Tower of London was originally built during the reign of which king? 

A) Henry VIII 
B) William the Conqueror 
C) Richard III 
D) Edward the Confessor 

4. In which UK country would you find the Giant’s Causeway? 

A) Scotland 
B) Wales 
C) England 
D) Northern Ireland 

5. What is the name of the sea between Great Britain and Ireland? 

A) North Sea 
B) English Channel 
C) Irish Sea 
D) Celtic Sea 

6. Which famous UK writer created the detective Sherlock Holmes? 

A) Charles Dickens 
B) Arthur Conan Doyle 
C) Agatha Christie 
D) Enid Blyton 



 

7. What flower is the national symbol of Wales? 

A) Thistle 
B) Rose 
C) Daffodil 
D) Clover 

8. Which part of the UK has a dragon on its national flag? 

A) Scotland 
B) England 
C) Wales 
D) Northern Ireland 

9. Which UK city is famous for the annual Fringe Festival, celebrating theatre and comedy? 

A) London 
B) Cardiff 
C) Edinburgh 
D) Belfast 

10. What was the name of the ship that famously sank after hitting an iceberg, and was 
built in Belfast? 

A) HMS Victory 
B) Queen Mary 
C) Britannic 
D) Titanic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz answers – Check Your Score! 

1.B) Ben Nevis 
2.C) Isaac Newton 
3.B) William the Conqueror 
4.D) Northern Ireland 
5.C) Irish Sea 
6.B) Arthur Conan Doyle 
7.C) Daffodil 
8.C) Wales 
9.C) Edinburgh 
10.D) Titanic 


