Dear parents/carers
Your child has been identified as qualifying for ongoing child care whilst the school is closed and you have confirmed that you would need to make use of this child care.
Could I remind you of the government guidance sent out this morning on this subject and would ask you to take a few minute to reflect on it and let us know that in fact in the situation you find yourself in that you could after all care for your child at home.
‘Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response include those who work in health and social care and in other key sectors outlined below. Many parents working in these sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. And every child who can be safely cared for at home should be.
Please, therefore, follow these key principles:
1. If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be.
2. If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, then educational provision will be available for them.
3. Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying conditions.
4. Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as adults.’
Attendance
We are already aware that some children may not be in every day. If we already know this, you will not need to inform us unless you make any changes. Please bear with if we do ring you by mistake! If your child was expected to attend and cannot for any reason, please inform the school office in the usual way. We will be following up absences as usual to ensure the safeguarding of this group.
If your work setting has not yet confirmed when you will be needed could you let us know when this has been confirmed and in the short term let us know on a daily basis if your child will or will not be attending 
[bookmark: _GoBack]If anyone in the family develops symptoms you will need to follow the current self-isolating procedure of 14 days. If any child develops symptoms at school, they will be sent home for the same reason.
For those attending on Monday:
· School will be open from 8.30am until 3.30am
· Children to come in the usual way to the playground/pupil entrance
· Children do not need to wear school uniform – however they will need to dress in practical clothes as we are planning a number of outside activities
· Children will need a PE kit to change into - school or sensible active wear, including trainers
· School dinners will still be available but will not necessarily be the normal menu. We will update you as soon as a full menu is available

Monday’s Menu
Pork Sausage, mash and beans
Vegetable Burrito
Tuesday’s Menu
Chicken Korma and rice
Quorn nuggets, roast potatoes, cauliflower, carrots and green beans

Please reassure your child that school will be a fun place to be. Teachers have already planned a range of really exciting activities.
Caroline Welch

