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	Achieving more together



Church of England Junior School


Year 3 Autumn Newsletter 

A year of potential and promise?
We would like to congratulate your children on a great start to the school year. We have been very impressed with their enthusiasm and willingness to learn new routines.  We hope things continue as they are – a steady upward trajectory of developing learning and success!
Thank you to those who joined us for the parent briefing meeting and for those who were unable to make it, it has been emailed out on Parentmail.  Please do ask should anything need clarifying. 

Autumn Term
Year 3 started the year thinking about our 3 school values (love, courage, curiosity) and learning more about what these look like in action. We have been thinking how to contribute to our One Family at St Mary’s.
This half term, we are getting underway with our topic, ‘Sling Spear or Sword’, where we will investigate the Stone and Bronze.  The Iron Age we will tackle in early 2026 when we are also looking forward to welcoming a very exciting visitor into our school who will help us find out more about this fascinating time in history.
We have recently also been able to book a visit to the Anvil to see Philharmonia, an orchestra who were founded in 1945.  The Philharmonia are a world-class symphony orchestra for the 21st century!  Do look out for the permission form later this month, our trip is on Tuesday 4th November.

Communication

Please do not hesitate to get in contact with your child’s teacher should you need to do so. We can usually find time in the day to call you back or feel free to email us with any questions or worries/concerns. 

Reminders

Homework will be set on a Friday and is due in the following Thursday. We will be using Google Classroom as the platform for our homework but encourage the children to complete the work in their Home Learning books. 
Your child’s login details can be found in their reading records for Google Classroom, Anton and TTRS. 
Please also record these down somewhere else. Anton & Timestables Rockstars are two other websites / apps we use—details also provided in the reading records for logging on.

Reading – probably the most important 5 minutes a day you can spend with your child

The skill of reading is not just decoding the words.  Instead, reading is also about so many life skills, like inferring what the characters are up to based upon the description of their actions.  So, please read to your child.  Thank you for your support so far with reading at home. Reading with your child is the number 1 way to help your child develop as a learner.  
Read together your child’s reading book.  Read their reading book to them as well from time to time if it is dragging on a bit!  Read, read, read, read, read—you get the message!
How much reading?  We encourage you and your child / children to read at least 3 times a week together.  
Reading records—we know that at Old Basing Infants you had a handy tick sheet for the reading.  We are using reading records.  If you are able to write a note in here each time you read, brilliant.  
Keep it simple…a date, an initial in the box and a brief comment are best.  But when there is never a pen or pencil to hand when you need it, just ensure you read, that is the number 1 priority.  The reading record is helpful but not essential every time.
We encourage and train the many of the children to record their reading as well as they gain more confidence. 
The most important thing is that they are heard by an adult at home. Please do let your child’s teacher know should there be any major concerns regarding this.
 
And finally...
Name it!  Some children have cardigans, school jumpers or black joggers that have no name in them and they are being discarded & end up lost.  Check items are named to help see items returned!
Should you have any questions or concerns over the coming term, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or another member of the Year 3 team.
 
Miss Bennison (Austen class)      Miss Fogarty (Conan Doyle class)      Mr Rundle (Dickens Class)
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	We are following the National Curriculum which provides a balanced and broad curriculum – promoting spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development & preparing pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

	Year Three
	Autumn Term 

	Sling, Spear or Sword? 

	Subject
	Areas covered

	Learning Enrichment
	· Iron Age Warrior Day

	English
	Texts:  
Stone Age Boy
The Street Beneath My Feet
The Time Travelling Caveman
Information texts about the Stone Age/Bronze Age
Persuasive adverts 
Diary of a killer cat


	Reading skills:
Decoding
Predicting
Clarifying
Retrieval
Inference

	Writing genres:
Character description
Recounts/diary
Informative texts
Persuasive advert
Adventure Stories
Letter
Descriptive writing
Poetry 
	Writing skills:
Sentence types
Simple and compound sentences
Use of conjunctions
Speech
Similes
Using adventurous vocabulary  

	Mathematics
	These areas will be taught through both mathematics focused lessons but also through our daily ‘5 a day’. 
Place value
Representing number
Mental addition and subtraction
More than/ less than
Recall multiplication and division facts 
Fractions- visuals 
Counting in tenths  
	Multiplication tables 3 & 4
Reading the time
Common 3D  shapes and right angles


	Science
	Key ideas: 
Rocks and Soils: Group together different kinds of rocks/describe how fossils are formed/recognise that soils are made from rock and organic matter.
Animal and Human Skeletons: How do our skeletons protect us? How are our skeletons similar to other mammals? What are the jobs of different teeth? 

	Art and design
	Drawing cave art
Clay slabbing for cave art
Painting angles linked to RE learning 

	Computing
	How do you efficiently use a computer? 
Basic skills on laptops e.g word processing, saving, copying & pasting etc.  
How can we keep ourselves safe online? Internet safety

	History
	Historical skills taught through the study of the Stone Age- Bronze Age:
Chronology BC and AD	
Historical enquiry with artefacts/ after workshop
Historical perspective
Learn about characteristics of Stone Age
Cause and consequences
Recognise things that stayed the same and things that have changed
Recognise differences and state their own opinions

	 French
	All about me, The Chariot Race - La course de Chars, Numbers, The Very Hungry Caterpillar

	Music
	Pre-historic rhythms - learning about how to play untuned percussion instruments and write standard notation symbols
Creating and perform a rhythm pattern based on the Stone Age?

	Physical Education
	Indoor:  
Gym – to learn the 5 basic shapes of gym and use them in routine which includes low equipment.  
Outdoor:  
Netball – learning how to play high 5 netball.
Hockey – Attacking and defending

	Relationships and sex education and Health Education
(RSHE) 
	Settling in to a new school, how do we enjoy life at school?  What are the rules and expectations?  Where can I get help?  How do I identify what is special about me and my abilities and interests?  How do we co-operate, share and take turns with others? How can we show resilience?
Friendship week
Get Heartsmart / Don’t Forget to Let Love In

	Religious Education
	Concepts  from the “Living Difference” syllabus devised by Hampshire Inspection and Advisory service:
“Community” and “Angels – the annunciation”
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