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Year 4 Newsletter Autumn 2025
Welcome to the Autumn Term edition of the Year 4 newsletter! We hope you all had a relaxing and enjoyable summer (how long ago does that feel?!) and we look forward to working with you and your children over the coming year. The children have already settled brilliantly into their new classes and we are enjoying working with them.
All that is included in this newsletter is aimed to inform about year 4.  See the main school Newsletter as well for dates etc.
What are we learning?

This half term, we will be studying the Anglo-Saxons; most of the learning will be linked to this history topic. Our island has, for many years, had people travelling in boats wanting to come and live here.  During the first half-term, we will continue through British history from the Romans of Year 3, discover about the Saxons (how savage were they?) and then consider whether the Vikings were raiders or traders. More details of the specific concepts covered can be found at the end of the newsletter.
General Information
Enrichment Opportunities
Anglo-Saxon day with Oxenwood Education Centre
During this half-term your child will be visited by the Oxenwood Education Centre for the ultimate Saxon experience!  They will be finding out what daily life would have been like for the people of this time through a variety of hands-on activities such as: looking at replica artefacts, making Anglo-Saxon torques, role play and story-telling and battle re-enactment. We are looking forward to this exciting day! 
P.E reminders
Our PE days are on a Tuesday (indoors) and Friday (outdoors). Please make sure that your child has the appropriate PE kit for each day. On indoor PE days, the children can wear their shorts underneath their tracksuit bottoms or have them ready in their bag to change into if needed. Please make sure all of your child’s belongings are named and encourage them to take responsibility for their own belongings. Also, during P.E, if your child is wearing earrings then earring tape needs to be provided. We would advise taking earrings out on P.E days where possible.
Reading
All children have a reading book and reading record.  Thank you to all the parents who are taking the time read with their child / children at home. Please ensure that reading records and books are in school every day.  It is still their responsibility to let the teacher know it needs changing.
Home Learning
We aim to make home learning (homework) meaningful & manageable.  It will be either a look back to practice something or a look forward to prepare.  
Google Classroom is where home learning will be posted this academic year. It will be set by a Friday (or before) and due back by Wednesday evening / Thursday morning to give class teachers time to look on it and give feedback as appropriate. From time to time we will also be sending home additional skills revision cards for individual children and we would be very grateful for your support with this (help them as necessary to start, send it back the next day). When there is a problem completing home learning, please contact your child’s class teacher as soon as possible to avoid any undue worry – either in person at the gate or phone or email.  Do not use the chat in Google Classroom, it will not get you a speedy response! 
Online Safety
Do be extra vigilant with your child’s sense of responsibility and on-line behaviour & build good habits in now as they become more independent in their use. In school, there are many learning opportunities built into the curriculum to ensure that we are safe-guarding our pupils / your child to the best of our ability.  At home, do you have regular conversations with your child about what is appropriate, and what is not, regarding the Internet and general use of electronic devices?  We suggest you keep an eye on the time that is spent on devices.  The “thinkuknow” website is well worth a look for parents.  A final suggestion, do you know what the “Pegi” ratings mean?  If not we suggest you find out just like you already know what the video ratings of U, PG, 12 etc. mean in terms of what is suitable for your child.
Should you have any questions or concerns over the coming term, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or another member of the Year 4 team.

Miss Shore and Mrs Candy (Nelson Class)  Mrs Bridges (Paulet class)    Mr Whincup (Wellington Class)
[image: image2.png]ary’s



[image: image3.jpg]compassion

-
fm
o
o

perseverance

)

F;Hr:'u

ne




                                                                                                                       Achieving more together
	We are following the National Curriculum which provides a balanced and broad curriculum – promoting spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development & preparing pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.  Click here to see the full document.

	Year 4
	Term – Autumn 2025

	Autumn 1: How Savage were the Saxons?    Autumn 2: Vikings – Raiders or Traders?

	Subject
	Areas Covered

	Learning Enrichments
	· Oxenwood Activity Centre Saxon Day
· Friendship Week

	English
	· Advert for Oxenwood experience

· Descriptive writing – Leon and the Place Between
· Topic related spellings

· History research 

· Bar/bat mitzvah explanation

· Character descriptions 

	Maths
	A range of concepts from the curriculum including: 

· Number and place value

· Addition and subtraction 

· Multiplication and division 

· Multiplication tables 

· Measurement 
· Fractions

· Geometry

· Time 

	Science
	Food Chains – Living things and their habitats
Longitudinal study – Pond dipping to see what changes have occurred since Autumn & Spring term
Digestion – teeth and the journey of food through our body

	History
	· A focus on the Anglo-Saxons and why they came to Britain

· The children will also consider whether King Alfred was really & whether the Vikings were  invaders or traders

· A range of primary and secondary sources will be used to find out about life in these times.

	RE
	Key concepts of ‘Identity’ and ‘Light as a Symbol’

We follow Hampshire's agreed syllabus for Religious Education “Living Difference IV” devised by Hampshire Inspection and Advisory service as well as using the Church of England “Understanding Christianity” resource to support our teaching.

	Computing
	· E-safety

· Internet research

· Programming (Scratch)
· Picture Editing 

	Art
	· Designing and making (sculpting) an Anglo-Saxon war mask

· Observational drawing and pencil techniques of Dragons

	DT
	

	RSHE
	· Exploring the school values in greater depth

· Heartsmart – ‘Get Heartsmart’ & ‘Don’t Forget to Let Love in’ 

· Our links to others/relationships

· Circle time

	PE
	· Team Building

· Gymnastics

· Football

· Dance (Lindisfarne)

	French
	· French stories

· Nouns 

· Animals

· Weather

	Music
	· Composing music using the pentatonic scale linking to the Anglo-Saxons

· Viking Saga Songs


