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Welcome to the start of an exciting and important year in your child’s education! As we begin the autumn term of Year 6, we are looking forward to a term full of growth, learning, and preparation for the next big step in their school journeys. This is a crucial time as the children embrace their roles as the oldest members of our St. Mary’s One Family and work towards achieving their very best in their final year with us. Already, this year’s Year 6 have shown themselves to be demonstrating our school values of Love, Courage and Creativity, and in being great role-models across the school. We are thrilled to be able to work alongside you in supporting your child’s success and well-being and are really looking forward to all that this year will bring. 
Year 6 Curriculum
Alongside this newsletter, there is a curriculum overview for the Autumn term on our website. There are also the notes from the Briefing Meeting given at the beginning the term that were emailed to you. It was lovely to see so many of you there and these notes can help for those of you not able to join us. As with anything, we are always happy to hear from you, so if there are any questions or concerns, please do get in touch.
‘Extreme Earth’ topic
During this term, we will be exploring a variety of extreme weathers and the impacts of natural disasters, such as earthquakes and volcanoes. We have already enjoyed an ‘Extreme Earth’ day topic launch with building spaghetti towers and creating parachute egg drop to consider how emergency aid can reach isolated areas in the world. As a geography-led topic, we will be looking at the construction of the Earth and how natural disasters form, but also the economic impact that these disasters have in different places around the world. Then, after our Calshot visit, we will then be comparing our local area, with the Calshot area finding out about socio-economic differences and land-use differences. Our art topics will be based around ‘Extreme Earth’ but we will also be studying the circulatory and respiratory systems of the human body in science, including a visit to the Primary Science Centre at Queen Mary’s College. Later in the term, we will be studying light in science along with a food project in DT creating our own vegetable soup. Our reading focus will be around the wonderful book ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar and, as we head to Christmas, we finish with an exciting opportunity to look at some classic fiction including ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens. This will include a drama workshop given by the West End theatre group in school and a chance to attend the theatre production of this story at the Haymarket in Basingstoke. Please see the recent email about this opportunity.
Reading
In Year 6, reading continues to be a main priority for our children’s learning. We would like to ask you to keep up the great reading at home. Listening to, reading with and reading to your child all helps in developing comprehension skills and, above all, an enthusiasm for reading itself. The expectation is for your child to read at home at least five times a week (for 10-15 minutes or more at a time) and to record it in their reading record. Please ensure that your child brings in their record into school each day. Our behaviour reward system is also placed in the back of the reading record: another great reason for children to bring this into school everyday! 
Homework
We will be giving Year 6 their homework on Fridays and this will need to be submitted on Google Classroom by the following Wednesday.  The children are well acquainted with the online platform now but if there are any questions then please contact your class teacher.  Your child will also have four CGP books for maths and grammar. Tasks are set from these books too and will need to marked at home and then photographed and submitted online. An additional ParentMail has been sent out about this, also and notes given at the briefing meeting. 
Your child may also, on occasion, come home with a skills card, identifying specific areas in learning which they found challenging in class that day or that we would like to further progress their skills in.  On such occasions, the teacher will give an example of the learning point and set a few tasks to work on that evening, to be returned the following day.  Please could you acknowledge receipt of this by signing the card and making any comments you deem necessary?
At some points through the year, we will also set longer research-based homework activities. This will help prepare the children for secondary school when they have to manage their time over longer periods to complete homework projects. 
We are really looking forward to all that this year brings. Should you have any questions or concerns over the coming term, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or another member of the Year 6 team.
  Mrs Parsons		                                           Miss Hill					Miss Dee
IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
	22nd and 23rd Sept
	Year 6 visit to Primary Science Centre at QMC – information to follow soon

	3rd Oct
	Individual Photographs

	30th Sept
	1.45pm Year 6 Year Group Act of Worship at St. Mary’s Church – all welcome

	9th Oct
	Davies Sharing Assembly – 2.45pm (all families / friends of Davies class welcome)

	14th and 15th Oct
	Parents’ Evenings

	20th Oct – 24th Oct
	Calshot trip 

	27th– 31st Oct 
	Half term

	3rd Nov
	INSET

	4th Nov
	Back to school

	10th – 14th Nov
	Friendship Week including Odd Sock Day on the Monday

	24th– 28th Nov
	Bikeability – more information about this will be given nearer the time. It would be good for children to get practicing and to feel confident on their bikes ahead of this time. 

	4th Dec
	Russell Sharing Assembly – 2.45pm (all families / friends of Russell class welcome)

	17th Dec
	Class parties

	17th Dec
	6pm  Carol Concert at St. Mary’s Church – all welcome

	18th Dec
	End of term church visits 
Last day of term

	19th Dec
	INSET day

























Year 6 Autumn Term Overview
	We are following the National Curriculum which provides a balanced and broad curriculum – promoting spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development & preparing pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.  Click here to see the full document.

	Subject
	Areas covered

	Learning Enrichment
	Primary Science Centre visit at Queen Mary’s College, Basingstoke
Calshot residential trip
Bikeability (Week beginning 24th November 2025)

	English
	· Values week writing 
· Reading around ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar
· Non-chronological texts 
· Diaries
· Narrative writing
· Poetry recitals
· Exploring and responding to classic literature            
including ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens

	Mathematics


















	Place Value
· Rounding any whole number to a required degree of accuracy	
· Using negative numbers in context and calculating intervals across zero
Four operations 
· Multiplying multi-digit numbers up to four digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method of long multiplication	
· Dividing numbers up to four digits by a two-digit number using the formal written method of short division where appropriate, interpreting remainders according to the context	
· Solving addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why	
· Using estimation to check answers to calculations and determining, in the context of a problem, an appropriate degree of accuracy
Fractions
· Using methods to add, subtract, multiply and divide fractions. 
· Solving problems which require answers to be given as fractions, decimals and percentages. 
· Recalling and using equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages, including in different contexts.

	Science
	· Circulatory and Respiratory systems in humans 
· Light: how we see things, how light travels, investigations 

	Art and design
	· Appreciating and studying the work of Stephanie Peters and her work inspired by weathers and extreme earth
· Line drawing and sketching plans for watercolour work.
· Colour mixing, brush technique and watercolour landscapes inspired by natural disasters.

	Computing
	· Internet safety, 
· Scratch programming using variables to create different outcomes in games

	Design and technology
	· Food technology
· Where does our food come from?  How is it produced and processed?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Can I design and make a healthy soup? 

	Geography 
	· Current world issues 
· Natural disasters (specifically North America/earthquakes)
· Environmental issues – human impact on the world
· Local area study:  What is Hampshire like? How does Calshot compare to OB?
· Using a variety of maps to support learning – How do I use a map? What information can I get from a map?

	Languages (French)
	· Notre Monde – Our World
· ‘Past and Present’

	Music
	· Music about Natural Disasters (learning about chords)
· Musical Pictures - listening to "Pictures at an Exhibition" by Mussorgsky and composing music 

	Physical Education
	· Gymnastics 
· Bikeability
· Team Building 
· Tag Rugby

	RSHE/HeartSmart
	· Self-respect
· Exploration of emotions in ourselves and others
· Healthy friendships
· Self-care and managing our own wellbeing
· Physical and mental health

	Religious Education
	We follow the “Living Difference” syllabus devised by Hampshire Inspection and Advisory service (more details)
· Service -Kingdom of God (Was Jesus a good king?)
· Salvation - Interpretation: the two birth narratives





image1.png
TR R RS

* MALORIE BLACKHAN

LOUIS SACHAR





image2.png




image3.jpeg
HOLES

LOUIS SACHAR





image4.png
ST ary'’s




