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Church of England Junior School
No: 7
5th December 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,
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Thank you to the hard working volunteers from F.O.O.B.S who were in school last week to run the Christmas Market. The children love this event and really enjoy choosing gifts for relatives or friends. Thank you to everyone who donated items for this year’s shop.  It was lovely to see the children showing independence when choosing and wrapping their gifts!
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Year 6 were out and about last week on their bikes for their Bikeability training, they did so well.  Those who lacked confidence came on so much and those who were non-riders learnt how to ride a bike on the playground! We are really proud of them all. I hope that they continue riding now that they have learnt and I hope that all of year 6 put into practice all they have learnt when out on their bikes to keep themselves safe.  

Year 5 have been enjoying their outdoor learning sessions. Outdoor learning encourages deep connections to nature and enhances children’s physical, cognitive, and social-emotional skills. Feedback from all of our pupils in regards to these sessions has been overwhelmingly positive. Thank you Mrs May for planning and leading these sessions.
We enjoyed watching Russell class’s sharing assembly yesterday, they performed with confidence and worked well as a team to put it all together, well done Russell class. It is lovely to watch the Year 6 classes in their final sharing assemblies and see how far they have come over their time at St Mary’s.
[image: image6.jpg]



Last week our Year 3 classes enjoyed a workshop in school led by the Philarmonia Orchestra, from London.  They learnt all about the orchestra and had fun making ‘spooky’ compositions!
This weekend sees St Mary’s Church Tree Festival; the theme this year is ‘A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens’.  Pupils from across the school have contributed to the decoration of our school tree and we look forward to the Junior School singing in church tomorrow. We are also looking forward to watching our orchestra perform at the Milestones Christmas Market on Saturday afternoon – a busy weekend for our singers and musicians. Thank you to all of the staff who are helping at these events.   
We also look forward to our school Christmas concert on Tuesday, Dickens class sharing assembly and the Year 6 trip to the Haymarket next Friday evening to watch ‘A Christmas Carol’.   All of that ahead of the last week of term which will be filled with parties, church visits and our annual Carol Concert.  Another busy few weeks of enrichment ahead!
Next week in Act of Worship we will continue with the theme of Advent and look at the stories in the bible that lead up to the birth of Jesus. 

Health and Safety - First aid, Medicines and Medical Information:

· If your child has a head bump at school, they will be given a yellow wrist band to alert any adult collecting them that they have bumped their head.  In addition, parents will be notified by an email through Medical Tracker. In the event of a serious head injury parents will be called straight away.

· If your child has any new medical needs since starting the school and completing medical information it is your responsibility to update the school. 

· Any medicines a child needs to take during the day must be handed into the school office so that the appropriate forms can be completed and they can be safely sorted. Children should not have any medicine in their bags to self-administer, this includes throat lozenges and muscle spray or cream. 
Talk Homework!

This week what will you come up with for this question?  Can you justify your answer?
‘Imagine your house could turn into any place in the world for one night - where would you choose and why?’
New Book Recommendations
7+ Readers:
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‘Lauren James’
By Luke Paton
Part of the Football Rising Stars series.

No other player is quite like Lauren James. As a unique force to be reckoned with on the pitch, she is a star for both Chelsea and England. Known for being cool, calm and collected, she always finds a way to score! Her strength and skill played a very important role in England's 2024 World Cup journey to the final.
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9+ Readers:

‘Bobland’
By Matt Lucas (author)
What's better than the best theme park in the world…? The best theme park in the world - IN YOUR OWN GARDEN!!   Bob Grubb and his family live on a ramshackle smallholding backing on to the world-renowned theme park, Happey World, run by Arthur Happey and his dreadful granddaughter, Maisie. When Bob accidentally gets into Maisie's bad books, he is banned from Happey World - FOR EVER. What is an entrepreneurial boy to do? Build his own theme park in his back garden, of course! With the help of friends and family, BOBLAND is go!

Spotlight Christmas Toy Appeal

Thank you so much to everyone who donated gifts for this year’s Toy Appeal. A representative from Spotlight was thrilled to collect such a huge donation this week, your generosity really does make a difference to those in our local community who find themselves in need. 

Governors’ Corner 
As a Governor and regular volunteer, I am in the privileged position of being able to see important aspects of how St Mary’s is working to deliver positive opportunities for children.

All Governors take responsibility for monitoring a theme in the school and mine is Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RHSE). This part of the curriculum is required in law by The Education Act 2002, to help prepare children for opportunities in adult life and support their moral, social, mental, and physical development. The expectation is that RSHE will help to develop positive characteristics including resilience, courage, and self- respect. The programme also aims to develop qualities like kindness and trustworthiness to prevent harms by helping young people understand and identify when things are not right.

In a recent monitoring visit, I met with Miss Hill the RSHE lead in the teaching staff. Miss Hill explained that RSHE is delivered as part of the whole school approach that helps individual children build firm personal foundations. RSHE education is “learnt” within multiple subject themes rather than a standalone topic, so it does not exist in isolation. The structured opportunities explore a wide range of important social, moral, cultural, and behavioural issues, integrating these with the school values, Christian values, and the policy context of children’s rights.

Have you heard your child talk about HeartSmart? The HeartSmart programme is used to develop the character of individuals, their emotional health and wellbeing and their resilience. Topics include the importance of children loving and accepting themselves as well as loving and responding well to others. By understanding and thinking about how their own emotions affect the way they behave, children learn how to regulate their own reaction and this in turn affects the behaviour and response of others towards them. You may remember the detailed plan developed in consultation with parents and staff, that covered all the elements of everyone’s journey through the school life at St Mary’s. The details are available on the school website: https://www.st-marys-jun.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=PSHE&pid=290
During the year, children are participating in structured reflections to get an understanding of the difference the RSHE programme is making. This will help the teaching team see what is working well and identify opportunities for further improvement that will strengthen individual children, the school environment, and the wider community.

Karen Ashton, Foundation Governor

Safeguarding – Your own wellbeing at Christmas
We are all feeling the pressures of building towards the big day and the to-do lists are getting longer! Whilst we are all hoping that Christmas will be a wonderful family celebration, you might actually see some behaviours in your children that are challenging!  Remember – this is normal. Most of our children are tired, excited and overwhelmed. You might not see this on Instagram or Facebook, but you certainly would in many of our homes!

Don’t be hard on yourself if it does go wrong. Don’t feel paying a fortune on expensive gifts is the answer, or run yourself ragged trying to make it all perfect. It might be a beautiful Christmas day, or you might be hiding behind the turkey!  In the future, your children will look back fondly, and all the Christmases will blur into happy memories. 

Whether it’s the financial strain that accompanies this time of year, the cold and dark winter nights, or the reality of spending Christmas without some friends or family, there can be a number of triggers for mental health problems during the holiday season

Make sure you look after yourselves. Happy parents mean happy children. If you are feeling overwhelmed with the pressures of this time of year, you’re not the only one. You are not alone. Please do seek support from friends, family or other support agencies. 
The following two website have some useful advice and links to support: 
https://www.priorygroup.com/mental-health/christmas-and-mental-health
A Positive Parenting Approach To Christmas | Anita Cleare
Sporting Success

Following our recent success in the Basingstoke teams table tennis tournament, our boys’ and girls’ table tennis teams took part in the County Final last week, competing against 16 other teams from all over Hampshire. After winning our groups, we made it through to the semi finals where unfortunately we just lost out on a place in the finals, but came away with 3rd place and bronze medals. This a fantastic achievement, bearing in mind we were playing the very best in the county. Well done to both teams, we are very proud of you and your continued sportsmanship.
Wrapping up the sports this half term, the basketball team ventured to The Vyne to play three-on-three matches against a variety of other teams. The children enjoyed themselves, being challenged by some very good opponents. They ended the competition in joint second place but narrowly lost out on head-to-head results, therefore coming in third place. They will proudly share their achievements in Act of Worship with the rest of the school. Thank you to Mrs Gill for accompanying the team and letting them have this opportunity. 

End of term Church visits

You are welcome to join us at our end of term church visits on Thursday 18th December. Classes will visit church at the following times. Please contact the school office if you are able to help walk down to church with your child’s class. Services will start at the following times; children will leave school 10-15 minutes before these times.

09:15am – Russell, Mitchell, Paulet, Austen 

10:00am – Nightingale, Brunel, Nelson, Conan Doyle 

11:00am – Davies, White, Wellington, Dickens 

Christmas Events
Please see the reminder at the bottom of this newsletter of Christmas events here at St Mary’s. We are looking forward to the Church Tree Festival this weekend!
Coffee Morning

Our next parent’s coffee morning will be here on 11th February 2026, anyone can attend and it is an opportunity to share and discuss and parenting challenges you may be experiencing, please see the bottom of this newsletter for further details. 

F.O.O.B.S. news
As the term draws to a close we want to thank you for all your incredible support for F.O.O.B.S. this year. The Christmas markets were a resounding success, with some very enticing donations. The children lit up looking for the perfect gift for you and we hope you are very happy on Christmas morning.
We have now confirmed the total amount raised by the FOOBS Trail and Fun Runs hosted in October. The final fundraising total for F.O.O.B.S. was £2923, well done to everyone who took part and supported the event.
Letters from Santa will be sent out before the end of term. We hope they will provide that little bit of extra magic at this festive time of year. If you haven’t returned your child’s Letter they will still receive a special Letter from Santa. The Letters, including sibling Letters will be sent home in a plain sealed envelope.
For even more news, updates and photos, don’t forget to visit our website:  

https://www.st-marys-jun.hants.sch.uk/
Gemma Lillywhite

Headteacher

	The following INSET days for this academic year have been agreed with Old Basing Infant School and approved by our governors.

Inset Days for 2025/26

Fri 19th December 2025

Mon 23rd February 2026

Fri 22nd May 2026

Dates for your Diary

6th December – Christmas Tree Festival, St Mary’s Church Old Basing Junior Choir (Y3/4) & Infant Singing club performing 11:30-12:30

6th December – Milestones Museum Christmas Market, Orchestra (Thursday group) performing 3:00-4:30pm

8th December – Year 6 Weighing & Measuring (rearranged date)

9th December – School Christmas Concert (school band and various small groups selected by instrumental teachers) School Hall 6-7pm
11th December – Dickens class sharing assembly 2:45pm

12th December – Year 6 Haymarket Theatre Trip (evening)

17th December – Class Christmas Parties (non-uniform/Christmas jumper day)

17th December – School Carol Service St Mary’s Church 6-7pm Senior Choir performing

18th December – End of term Church Visits am:

                  09:15am – Russell, Mitchell, Paulet, Austen

                  10:00am – Nightingale, Brunel, Nelson, Conan Doyle

                  11:00am – Davies, White, Wellington, Dickens

18th December – Christmas Lunch!

19th December – Inset Day (school closed to pupils)


22nd December–2nd January – Christmas Holidays

5th January 2026 – First day back
w/c 5th January – After school clubs start this week

7th January – Year 5 Swimming starts

7th January – Year 3 Iron Age Day (here)

13th January – Year 6 Church visit (parents welcome) 1:30pm

14th January – Year 5 Swimming

15th January – Paulet class sharing assembly 2:45pm (please note change of date)

16th January – F.O.O.B.S Year 5 Disco 5:00-6:30pm

21st January – Year 5 Swimming

22nd January – White Class Sharing assembly 2:45pm

26th January – Year 5 Art Workshop (Southampton Art Gallery) here

28th January – Year 5 Swimming

29th January – Nightingale class sharing assembly 2:45pm

3rd February – Year 4 Church visit (parents welcome) 1:30pm

4th February – Year 5 Swimming

w/c 9th February – Year 3 Show week

9th February – Year 4 science visit to QMC (details to follow)
10th February – Year 4 science visit to QMC (details to follow)
11th February – Year 5 Swimming (last one)

13th February – Dare to be Different Day
16th-20th February – Half term

23rd February – Inset Day (school closed to pupils)

24th February – First day back
11th-14th May 2026 Year 6 SATs tests

1st-12th June 2026 Year 4 Multiplication Tests
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Christmas Events 2025

Please do read and take on board all of these dates and arrangements for our festive celebrations especially if this is your first St Mary’s Christmas!  

Parents/carers of pupils involved in the various seasonal choir and orchestra events have already been sent information about these
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Carol Concert
We are putting together plans for our annual Christmas Carol Concert which will be held in the church on Wednesday 17th December at 6:00pm, we look forward to welcoming you to this special service.  All are welcome to attend, please do bring along family and friends. 
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Christmas Cards 
The children at St Mary’s have traditionally loved using our Christmas post boxes to post cards to friends and staff. The Christmas post boxes will be out from Monday 1st December from which cards can be brought into school to post. Please make sure that envelopes are marked with full names and classes to help our Year 6 elves deliver them!

Christmas Parties 
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All classes will have their Christmas party during the afternoon of Wednesday 17th December. We ask for children to bring in their own individual small box/bag of ‘party food’ for them to enjoy during the party. Please note this is in addition to their normal packed lunch or school dinner. 

This day will also be a non-uniform/Christmas jumper day and we look forward to seeing lots of festive attire!

End of term Church visits
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You are welcome to join us at our end of term church visits on Thursday 18th December. Classes will visit church at the following times. Please contact the school office if you are able to help walk down to church with your child’s class. Services will start at the following times, children will leave school 10-15 minutes before these times.
09:15am – Russell, Mitchell, Paulet, Austen 

10:00am – Nightingale, Brunel, Nelson, Conan Doyle 

11:00am – Davies, White, Wellington, Dickens 
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Christmas Dinner

Finally, thank you for returning your children’s Christmas dinner orders. Our annual Christmas lunch will be held on the last day of term, Thursday 18th December. 

