
Week 2 (4.5.20 – 8.5.20) overview – 75th Anniversary commemorations of VE day 

The History this week takes you on a journey from an introduction to VE day and then goes back to look at 3 other areas before returning to VE day on Friday; World War 2 Overview, Play & 

Danger in the days of WW2, Food (Potatoes) at the time of WW2, VE day itself.  To really understand the joy of VE day, one needs to know what came before so we’ve included some of that 

at a year 5 level.  As well as the history we have also included each day some maths, reading and writing but it might be disguised within the History! 

Netflix currently have both “World War 2 in colour” which is a PG rating (there is a follow up series which is a 15 so take care to select the right one) and “The Great Escape”, also a PG.  You 

may enjoy digging a bit deeper into the subject. 

Maths – this week is focusing upon mental methods for addition and subtraction.  Mental methods does not mean you cannot write anything down – one might do jottings to solve these 

but try to avoid the formal methods (column method) if you can.  The mental methods will be challenging for many, especially counting back for subtraction (so instead try counting up from 

the smaller number to the larger number = the same answer). 

We hope you enjoy the opportunities we’ve prepared, as always do email us some feedback to let us know if we are “hitting the mark” so to speak in terms of home learning. 

Again we’ve tried to create some learning here that requires less / no screens.  Nearly all the sheets enclosed can be done without using a screen.  That said, the use of the internet here will 

teach more or clarify.   The Education City online task before any sheets here will, most likely, be beneficial.  If/when using Education city online, the tasks are also in the “My Classwork” 

folder ready and waiting to be used. 

Timetable 

If there is an Education City task we’ve put “Ed City” in the Name of Activity box as well and shown if it is tablet friendly (TF ). 

Don’t be intimidated by this suggested timetable, it is merely a guide and you are free to do as much or as little as you wish.  Send us any pictures you of anything you are particularly 

pleased with and we can add it to the galleries on the website if you’d like.  It can be just of your learning if you would prefer your child not to be in the picture. 

Other ideas for this week – check the year 5 area of the website for fun / alternative other learning opportunities: 

https://www.st-marys-jun.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+5&pid=321 or https://tinyurl.com/y766qujv  

If you’ve not looked recently do scroll back through the last week at some of the suggestions as well as this week’s.   

Thank you for those who have sent in suggestions for the website of what you have enjoyed doing, some of them we are able to add. 

As always – do email in any learning that you are really pleased with or any feedback that you have that might help & thank you to those who have. 

Many thanks and best wishes, 

The Year 5 team 

  

https://www.st-marys-jun.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+5&pid=321
https://tinyurl.com/y766qujv


Day Subject Name of Activity  
What are we learning?   

Description of what to do (only if needed – most of this is obvious from the sheet but look here if stuck) 

1 Writing 
Gorillas in the List 

Ed City (TF ) 
Can I learn how bullet points are used? 

Play the game, complete the sheet ahead of the next reading/history which needs you to use bullet points… 

1 
Reading / 

History 
VE day – Victory 

in Europe 

Can I summarise?  Read the transcript (or watch the video - https://tinyurl.com/y767ts3d) two or three times.  Then 
write a summary paragraph about it.  It might be easier to write bullet points, up to 8 – more details on the activity 

sheet. 

1 Maths 
A I Caramba 

Ed City (TF ) 
Can I answer mental addition and subtraction calculations using 3, 4, 5 and 6 digit numbers? 

You will need a timer for this one, perhaps print the sheet twice to see if you can beat your score… 

1 History “Family research” 

Do you have an older relative who remembers VE day or the time of rationing after the war?  If no one has a living 
memory of this, do you have a relative who knew someone who lived through WW2 and they could tell you what they 

were told.  Ring them to ask them about it (ask your parents first before doing this). 
If not then ask your parents if their parents ever told them about VE day.  Make notes about their answers if you choose 

or perhaps write down any questions you still want answered. 

    

2 History WW2 vs Covid ‘19 

Can I compare life today (during Covid-19) with WW2? 
Read through the various information in and compare the similarities and differences between the two times – find 2 

things that are similar (or more) and 2 things that are different (or more) 
THEN jot down your best 5 facts that you learnt – remember you can use the websites listed as well as in the information 

provided in here. 

2 Reading Code breaker 

Can I read and retrieve information? 
Solve the wordsearch (No Answers for this one sadly – look it up at ducksters.com to do the online version if you wish – 

details on the page below) 
Crack the Enigma code (Enigma was the name of coding machine the Nazi’s used to encrypt their messages that they 

sent to each other)  

2 Writing 
Novel Approach 
Ed City (TF ) 

Can I Proof read? 
Have a try at the online version, then look over the sheet where you have to do some correcting after first spotting the 

errors. 

2 Maths 
A I Don’t believe 

it 
Ed City (TF ) 

Can I answer mental addition and subtraction calculations using 3, 4, 5 and 6 digit numbers? 
You will need a timer for this one, perhaps print the sheet twice to see if you can beat your score…or can you beat 

yesterday’s score? 
 

    

3 Reading Toys & Games 
during WW2 

Can I read and question? 
Read the text and then write down 3 things you want to know more about as questions and also the 3 things that 

surprised you most / you found most interesting 

 DT (sort of) & 
History / Games 

Gas Mask Make 
and a play 

Can I work out how to play the games that children played to celebrate VE day? 
Play & Danger – create a gas mask (replica and only if you want to / have the necessary resources at home to do so)  

https://tinyurl.com/y767ts3d


Details of some of the games children played – read, research and play… 

3 Maths Robo Riot 
Ed City (TF ) 

Can I Answer mental subtraction calculations involving 3, 4, 5 and 6 digit numbers? 
Try the game online then have a go at this sheet – beware of over or under cooking it e.g. 100 – 33 is not 77 even though 

your number bonds to 10 you know 10 – 3 = 7! 

3 Writing Hera Some 
Homonyms 

Ed City (TF ) 

Can I understand that homonyms are words that are both spelt and pronounced the same, but have different 
meanings? 

Try the online task then try the sheet 

    

4 History  / 
Gardening / Art 

Spud Tastic! Can I research the importance of potatoes in a war time diet?  Could I find a sprouting potato to grow my own? 
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/food-drink/recipes/retro-recipes-10-thrifty-wartime-dishes 
Do some cooking related to WW2, some gardening and some drawing 

4 Reading  Tater’ Pickers Can I read and question?  Read the text and then write down 3 things you want to know more about as questions and 
also the 3 things that surprised you most / you found most interesting 

4 Writing/ History 
/ Media 

How did you feel 
on VE day? 

 
CBBC newsround 

 
Writing a diary 

from the point of 
view of someone 

else 

Can I reflect in the first person?  Have a look at the slides and see if you can think about how to complete the thought 
bubbles on the last slide & the additional sheet.  Also think about all that you have learnt so far this week about the 6 
years of the world war and how life was – why would VE day have been such a relief?  You might also like to watch the 
Newsround program explaining what VE day was.  How did that person feel that day – what might they have written in a 
diary entry for that day.   
 
Once you’ve completed the thought bubbles etc, write a short diary entry for that day from the point of view of the 
person retelling it in the slides – up to half a page if you struggle to write (or more if you can).  This is also Friday’s task 

4 Maths Robo Stop 
Education City 

(TF) 

Can I Answer mental addition calculations involving 3, 4, 5 and 6 digit numbers? 
Online, the on sheet – you know the drill! 

    

5 Reading VE DAY FACTFILE Can I read and retrieve? Read and learn even more about VE day and answer the questions 

5 Writing How do you feel 
on VE day? 

Complete your diary entry then use the editing skills you’ve learnt online.  If you are really pleased with what you’ve 
done – send it in via email and we can add it to the website. 

5 Maths Shop (remember 
rationing!) 

Can I use mental calculations to solve  money problems? 
As well as the education city activity you might also like to set up your own shop and do some buying and change giving. 

5 History / DT 
Create bunting 
from recycling 

Can you create your own bunting in the style of the ones the children would have made for the day.  Most of it is from 
recycling, full details and template at the end of the pack or look online here:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting 

    
 

Useful Websites to accompany the History / VE Day learning – you do not need to use these, all essential information is in the pack. 

https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/food-drink/recipes/retro-recipes-10-thrifty-wartime-dishes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting


Description 
Link – easy to click on an onscreen copy, but if working from a 
paper copy the TinyURL will take you to the same place and is 

less complicated to type in 

Tiny URL – shorter link, easier to type in if working 
from a paper copy 

**FACTS**A BBC site explaining what VE day was 
What was VE day and why are we commemorating it 75 years 

later? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-
ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr 

https://tinyurl.com/y767ts3d 

**FACTS**History KS2: World War Two:  Using archive video 
and images from the Imperial War Museum, as well as first-
person testimony from veterans and eye-witnesses, this series 
of short films offers a comprehensive overview of World War 
Two for primary schools. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-
ks2-world-war-two/zjnyscw 

https://tinyurl.com/tkajya5 

**FUN**Instructions on how to create your own bunting from 
mostly items that would be recycled 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4P
MdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting 

https://tinyurl.com/yao6ehpt 

**FACTS** BBC Newsround explaining the significance of VE 
day 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48201749 https://tinyurl.com/ufqllhk 

**FACTS**Want to know more?  This link takes you to the 

National Geographic and has a pack you can download should you 
wish (included in the pack in paper form) 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/primary-
resource/second-world-war-primary-resource/ 

https://tinyurl.com/y8j7uwgg 

**FACTS**Want to know more?  More information about WW2 

(included in the pack in paper form) 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Britain.html https://tinyurl.com/kjpsh5z 

**MAKE** How to make a gas mask look alike instructions 

(from an Australian website so some language differences!) 
http://john.curtin.edu.au/education/gasmask/index.html https://tinyurl.com/ych7ztdx 

**READ** Toys during WW2 
https://www.thevintagetoybox.com.au/blog/toysduring
worldwar2 

https://tinyurl.com/y9jetatz 

**COOKING** Potato recipes 

https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/food-
drink/recipes/retro-recipes-10-thrifty-wartime-dishes 
 
https://www.lavenderandlovage.com/2015/05/celebrate
-ve-day-with-potato-pete-and-an-authentic-wwii-recipe-
whit-salad.html 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/yaczwyk3 
or 
https://tinyurl.com/yat4d58r 
 

**USEFUL** - Libraries update:  Their buildings may be 
temporarily closed but public libraries still have lots to offer 
their communities. Here at Libraries Connected, here they are 
showcasing the best digital services from public libraries in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfr
omhome 
**READING**The pdf on the Y5 page called “reading at 

home” has lots of useful links for you as well to help with 
reading at home… 

https://tinyurl.com/ybqk5cqp 
 
A download on our webpage called “Reading at 
home  - from the libraries - useful page with 
various clickable links” 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-world-war-two/zjnyscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-world-war-two/zjnyscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48201749
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/primary-resource/second-world-war-primary-resource/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/primary-resource/second-world-war-primary-resource/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Britain.html
http://john.curtin.edu.au/education/gasmask/index.html
https://www.thevintagetoybox.com.au/blog/toysduringworldwar2
https://www.thevintagetoybox.com.au/blog/toysduringworldwar2
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/food-drink/recipes/retro-recipes-10-thrifty-wartime-dishes
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/food-drink/recipes/retro-recipes-10-thrifty-wartime-dishes
https://www.lavenderandlovage.com/2015/05/celebrate-ve-day-with-potato-pete-and-an-authentic-wwii-recipe-whit-salad.html
https://www.lavenderandlovage.com/2015/05/celebrate-ve-day-with-potato-pete-and-an-authentic-wwii-recipe-whit-salad.html
https://www.lavenderandlovage.com/2015/05/celebrate-ve-day-with-potato-pete-and-an-authentic-wwii-recipe-whit-salad.html
https://tinyurl.com/yaczwyk3
https://tinyurl.com/yat4d58r
https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome
https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome
https://tinyurl.com/ybqk5cqp


  



  



VE DAY – Victory in Europe READING – Can I summarise?  Either watch the video or read this (a copy of 
what is said) then write a one paragraph summary of what took place – see space at the end of this text 
 
Narrator: By 1945, the Second World War had gone on for nearly six years of bloodshed and sacrifice, but 
things were beginning to change. 
Following the success of D-Day, the Allied armies in Western Europe from Britain, France, Canada and the 
United States started to advance on Berlin from the West. Meanwhile, Soviet forces (Russia in modern day 
thinking) were attacking from the East, leaving Nazi Germany surrounded. 
 
On the seventh of May 1945 Nazi German officials agreed to a complete surrender. Special issues of 
newspapers were printed to announce the surrender and news that the war in Europe was finally over 
spread very quickly. 
 
Details circulated that the next day, the eighth of May, would be a public holiday known as Victory in 
Europe Day, or VE day. 
 
On VE Day the Prime Minister Winston Churchill and the royal family appeared on the balcony of 
Buckingham Palace. They were met by a huge crowd and chants of we 'want the king' for the reigning King 
George the sixth. 
 
The royal family made eight appearances on the balcony that day to celebrate with the people and 
dancing, music and other celebrations continued into the night. 
 
Alan recalls seeing the celebrations in London as he went on his paper round the next day. 
 
Alan: People had had sing songs, bonfires, no bonfires allowed for six years and here we are with all this 
timber. People have carried a piano and other musical instruments out into the street and there had been 
a lot of jollity. But I went to bed reasonably early because I've got to get up at six and get this news out. 
And I went round my paper round where everyone had had a fire, a bonfire in the street. I kicked the 
embers back in and got all the fires going again and that was my contribution to VE Day. 
 
Everyone had one thing in common, they had all survived and it was very very happy. 
 
Narrator: But even though the war had ended in Europe VE Day was not the end of the Second World War. 
Fighting continued in the Asia Pacific region. While Germany had surrendered, Japan continued to fight. 
 
The US had developed a terrifying weapon called the Atomic Bomb. In August 1945 they used this bomb on 
the city of Hiroshima in Japan, destroying almost the entire city. Three days later another atomic bomb was 
dropped on the Japanese city of Nagasaki, resulting in even more devastation. 
 
On the same day, troops from the Soviet Union fought their way into Northern China, which had been 
ruled by the Japanese since 1931. Wanting to avoid further destruction and unable to stop the Soviet 
advance, Japan called for an end to the war and surrendered on the fifteenth of August 1945. This became 
known as VJ Day, Victory over Japan day. 
 
Did you know? VE Day and VJ Day mark the end of hostilities and that soldiers, sailors and airmen would 
soon be coming home. But just because the fighting was over didn't mean everything had been fixed. 
Rationing continued until 1954, nearly ten years after the war had ended. And many women were not 
allowed to keep the important roles they had taken on during the war. 
 



Despite the widespread celebrations after the war, many people also had bittersweet reactions. They had 
lost so much in the conflict, their homes, their friends and, for some, their family. Alan lost his mother in 
the war, during a bombing. 
 
Alan: At the time, the feeling was keep a stiff upper lip, you are not to show them that you are upset and I 
didn't. But years later, I was. There is nothing like your mother, in terms of warmth and encouragement 
and that we missed. 
 
Narrator: The war had come to an end and the Allies had been victorious but for everyone who survived, 
their lives had been changed forever. 

 
Can I summarise?  Read the transcript (or watch the video - https://tinyurl.com/y767ts3d) two or three times.  The write a 
summary paragraph about it.  It might be easier to write bullet points, up to 8.  CLUES / PROMPTS: What happened in Mainland 
Europe?  When? What did it mean for people in London? What did Alan do?  Who was still fighting?  What happened to do with 
Japan?  What was life like after the war? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

https://tinyurl.com/y767ts3d


 



Can I compare life today (during Covid-19) with WW2?  Read through the various information in and compare the 

similarities and differences between the two times – find 3 things that are similar (or more ) and 3 things that are 

different (or more).  One has been done for you.  Use your bullet point skills you learnt yesterday. 

Similarities Differences 

The Covid-19 is effecting nearly every country in the 
world and so did WW2 

WW2 was a fight between countries, Covid-19 is a fight 
against a virus. 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

NOW jot down your best 5 facts that you learnt – remember you can use the websites listed as well as 
the information provided in here. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 The below is taken from: https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/world-war-two/ 
In September 1939, Britain entered into what would become the world’s most devastating war to date. 
World War 2 facts – a BIG PICTURE VIEW 
1. World War 2 was a battle between two groups of countries 
– the “Allies” and the “Axis“. The major Allied Powers were Britain, France, Russia, China and the United States. The major Axis 
Powers were Germany, Italy and Japan. 
2. Before World War 2 began, Germany was ruled by a man named Adolf Hitler.  Together with the Nazi Party, he wanted 
Germany to rule Europe. To gain more land and power, on 1 September 1939 German troops invaded Poland. After Hitler 
refused to stop the invasion, Britain and France declared war on Germany – World War II had begun. 
3. During the course of the war, German forces advanced through Europe.  By the summer of 1941 they had 
invaded France, Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg, Denmark, Norway, Greece, Yugoslavia* and the USSR*. 
4. Millions of Germans were imprisoned and killed because they didn’t fit the image of the ‘perfect’ German 
Hitler wanted to create what he thought was the “best” and strongest race – and to the Nazi Party, this excluded certain groups, 
such as Jews, Gypsies and those with physical and mental disabilities. In an attempt to eliminate a “racial enemy” outside of 
Germany, such groups were also persecuted in the countries invaded by German forces. 
5. The group most heavily targeted by the Nazis were the Jews.  Around six million Jewish people were killed during World War 
2 in one of history’s most terrible events – the Holocaust. Racist in his views, Hitler blamed Jewish people for Germany 
losing World War I and claimed they were dangerous to German people and society. 
6. Around the same time that Germany fought for power in Europe, Japan wanted to control Asia and the Pacific 
In 1937 (before World War 2 had officially begun) under Emperor Hirohito, Japan attacked China, bringing the two nations into 
years of conflict. 
7. The US didn’t join the war until 1941, when Japan attacked the United States at their Naval Base at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. 
On 8 December 1941 (the very next day), the US declared War on Japan and, in turn, its German allies. 
8. Some countries remained ‘neutral’ in World War 2.  Such countries were Spain, Sweden and Switzerland – who chose not to 
join either side. 
9. The Germans surrendered on 8 May 1945.  In 1944, an Allied army crossed from Britain to free France from Nazi rule. One 
year later, Allied armies invaded Germany, forcing the Germans to surrender. After nuclear attacks on Japan’s major 
cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan also surrendered to Allied forces in August the same year. World War 2 had ended. 
10. Around 64 million people died in World War 2 – that’s more than the entire population of the United Kingdom. 

The below is taken from: http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Britain.html (lots more to read on this website too if you 
want) 
World War Two  1939 – 1945  and Britain 
For almost six years from 1939 to 1945 Britain fought the toughest war it had ever experienced. World War II was total war - 
every person, every business, every service was involved. 
Britain did not fight alone, the war also involved many countries. World War II involved 61 countries with 1.7 billion people 
(three quarters of the world's population). 
Fifty million people lost their lives and hundreds of millions people were injured. 
How did the Second World War start? 
After World War One ended in 1918, Germany had to give up land and was banned from having armed forces. 
In 1933 the German people voted for a leader named Adolf Hitler, who led a political party in Germany called the National 
Socialists or Nazis. Hitler promised to make his country great again and quickly began to arm Germany again and to seize land 
from other countries. 
Shortly before 5am on Friday 1st September, 1939, German forces stormed the Polish frontier. Tanks and motorised troops 
raced into the country over ground, supported by Stuka dive bombers overhead. A total of 1.25 million Germans soldiers swept 
into Poland. 
When did World War Two begin? 
World War Two in Europe began on 3rd September 1939, when the Prime Minister of Britain, Neville Chamberlain, declared war 
on Germany. It involved many of the world's countries. 
Why did the Second World War start? 
The Second World War was started by Germany in an unprovoked attack on Poland. Britain and France declared war on 
Germany after Hitler had refused to abort his invasion of Poland. 

The below is taken from: http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/protect.html  
How did people protect themselves during the war? 
Children and some women were evacuated from the big cities into the countryside.  People carried gas masks to protect 
themselves against a possible gas attack.  People built air raid shelters in their gardens.  All windows and doors were blacked out 
to make it harder for the enemy planes to spot where they lived. 
What effect did the war have on people? 
World War II brought a lot of suffering and hardship to thousands of people.  German bombers made terrifying night raids.  
Families were broken up as men were sent to the front lines to fight, some never to return.  Children were sent out of the cities 
to stay with strangers, away from the bombing.  Shops were half empty of things to buy and what was available was often 
rationed.  The peaceful routine of everyday life was shattered. 
  

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/world-war-two/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/first-world-war/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Britain.html
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/protect.html


 
No Answers for this one sadly – look it up at ducksters.com to do the online version if you wish.

  



Code breakers 

Break the code using the information below.  Find each coded 

letter on the top row, and read down to break the code. 

 
 

 

 

Clue – the first 4 letters of the first word spell “Find” 
 

CBWLBWV QELOP NPBWV TW OWQXMJYBEW BP T ROXM VEEL ZTM YE DOOJ POQXOYP. 

YHO OWBVFT FTQHBWO ZTP QXOTYOL UM TXYHNX PQHOXUBNP. 

OWQXMJYBEWP ZHOXO QEFFEWSM NPOL BW ZTXP YE BWCEXF NWBYP EC 

YTQYBQP TWL OWOFM JEPBYBEWP. 

YHOXO ZOXO HNWLXOLP EC JOEJSO ZHE ZEXDOL EW OWQXMJYBEW 

FTQHBWOP YE BWYOXQOJY OWOFM FOPPTVOP. 

  

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

X I F K O M Z H Q P J D Y U E S C V L A B G N R T W 



  



  



  



Extract taken from https://www.thevintagetoybox.com.au/blog/toysduringworldwar2 

Toys and Games during WW2 
Toys and games have always reflected the attitudes, humour, and imagination of the culture and times 
that created them. 
 
As toy historians Athelstan and Kathleen Spilhaus wrote, "A toy's appeal lies in the form and shape, the 
beauty of line, the colour and detail, the charm of miniaturization, and the humour of caricature. Some 
toys amuse us with their jerky antics; others add beauty to our lives with their grace and rhythm. Many do 
things we can't do in real life, thereby keeping us in touch with fantasy." 
 
During WW2, children played many different games, both in groups and individually. Children commonly 
played Hopscotch, Four Square, Jump Rope, Chess etc. together, as well as all types of ball games.  Young 
children loved to play jacks, marbles, play school and house, and played with cars or dolls. Kids in the 
neighbourhood loved playing games out on the street such as, "Red, Light, Green, Light", "Red Rover", 
"Hide and Seek", "Statutes" and many other games. 
 
Board games were popular like Monopoly, Scrabble, Life, Checkers, Chess, Backgammon, Chinese 
Checkers, and Dominoes. Cards were a really big hit - Fish, Concentration, Crazy Eights, Hearts, and if old 
enough, Canasta, Gin Rummy, Solitaire, Slap Jack, War and 21. There were also games played in the water 
such as Marco Polo, dive bomb and water ballet. Children played for hours because they did not have 
video games or television. More often than not they made up their own games too.  
 
In the evening children played cards, Chutes and Ladders (which is similar to Snakes and Ladders), Candy 
Land and Checkers. The boys enjoyed playing with army figures and the girls on the other hand liked the 
brand new Barbie doll. During the war, families were short of money so only the rich children had toys. 
Other children may have had a football and maybe if lucky, a couple of marbles. 
 
Life wasn't all fun and games though, children still had to go to school, though some schools moved from 
the towns to the country. As well as ordinary lessons children learned air raid drills, leaving classrooms 
when the sirens sounded to go to air raid shelters. To raise money for the 'war effort', schools started 
'Spitfire Funds' and National Savings Groups. More than 6,000 school savings groups started in 1940. 
Children saved money each week, instead of spending their pocket money on toys. 
 
Most children left school at 14 (in 1944 the school leaving age was raised to 15). From school, most young 
people went to work. Only a few went to university. They could join the forces in 16. At 18 most young 
people knew they would be 'called up' (conscripted) for the Forces or for war work in factories, farms or 
coal mines. In 1945 German boys as young as 10 and 11 took part in fighting during the last weeks of the 
war. 
 
At home, children listened to the radio. For many, their favourite programme was the teatime 'Children's 
Hour'. Children listened to music and comedy shows too, though perhaps not to the 'Radio Doctor' telling 
people how to stay healthy. People played records on a gramophone. Records in those days were black 
shiny discs, easily broken. At the cinema ('the pictures') you usually saw two films, or a cartoon and a film. 
There were Saturday morning film clubs for children. 
 
Many toy factories were now making guns or plane parts or other war equipment, so there was a shortage 
of new toys. Children swapped old toys at 'toy-exchanges'. Many wartime toys were made of paper or 
card, because rubber, plastics, wood and metal were needed for the war. Lots of toys had a war theme. 
There were toy planes, toy tanks and toy battleships to float in the bath, there were books such as the 'ABC 
of Airplane Spotting', card games with pictures of soldiers and sailors, and a darts game with a picture of 
Hitler as the bull’s-eye to throw at. 

https://www.thevintagetoybox.com.au/blog/toysduringworldwar2


Most children though made their own toys. Many children played with a small motorbike wheel, and a 
stick, holding races along the streets. They also made their own trolleys with pram wheels which they used 
to run in the streets, which were fairly safe back then as there was so little traffic. Most of the children 
used to collect soldiers & cap badges, the German ones were the most popular. 
 
Toy manufacturers had to come up with creative ways to continue production. Paper dolls, puzzles, and 
games increased in popularity thanks to their widespread availability. Toys, board games, and hobby sets 
with military and war motifs also became standard playthings. Ingenuity developed out of necessity. For 
example, Lionel Corporation, famous for its trains, produced military items such as compasses during the 
war. However, in an effort to stay connected with its toy customers, Lionel created the Wartime Freight 
Train made entirely out of heavy-duty paper stock. It wasn’t the same as a Lionel electric train, but it was 
the best the company could offer under these circumstances. 
 
The outbreak of World War II not only stumped the European toy industry, but also that in America.  US 
metal was rationed and toys were placed on a list of unnecessary goods. A number of manufacturers 
including Daisy Outdoor Products and the Smethport Specialty Company were suddenly prohibited from 
making play items from their factories.  Many toy companies were forced out of business. Others were 
retooled and enlisted by the government.  Buddy “L” Hubley, Strombecker and the Louis Marx Company 
were among many large American companies that went from making children’s products to military 
supplies during the 1940s, and many, sadly, nfever found their way back. 

 

Can I read and question?  Read the text and then write down 3 things you want to know more about as 

questions and also the 3 things that surprised you most / you found most interesting 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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How to make a model gas mask  -taken from: http://john.curtin.edu.au/education/gasmask/index.html 
Materials - You will need the following to make your mask: 

 black or olive green cardex (cardboard) - you will need one piece A3 size 
 cellophane (any colour) 
 bubble wrap 
 hat or shirring elastic 
 sticky tape 
 scissors 

Step 1: Mask outline 
 Download the mask outline and print it (see page below where it is ready and 

waiting) 
 Cut around the mask outline and cut out the mouth/nose hole and eye holes. 
 Trace the outline, mouth/nose hole and eye holes onto cardex using a pencil 
 Cut out mask. (See picture opposite.) 

 

Step 2: Cellophane for eye holes 
 Cut two circles of cellophane each with a radius of 4.75cm. 
 Sticky tape cellophane over the back of each eye hole. 

(See picture opposite.) 

 

Step 3: Cardex for nose filter 
 Cut a rectangular piece of cardex 30cm long by 5.5cm wide.(See picture opposite.) 
 Make into a cylinder, overlapping by approximately 3cm.(See picture opposite.) 
 Sticky tape together. (See picture opposite) 

The nose piece should fit the mouth/nose hole, not be bigger or smaller than it. 

 
 

 

Step 4: Completing the filter and attaching it to the mask 
 Cut two circles of bubblewrap each with a radius of 5.25cm. 
 Put small pieces of sticky tape around the edge of the bubblewrap circles. (See 

picture A opposite.) 
 Place the nose piece cylinder in the middle of one of the bubblewrap circles (see 

picture B opposite) and gently pull the sticky tape up the sides of the nose piece. 
Repeat this procedure at the other end of the nose piece. 

 Place the completed nose piece on the front of the gas mask over the 
mouth/nose hole. and sticky tape in place. It looks neater to have the sticky tape 
on the back of the mask. 

 Picture C opposite shows the front of the mask with the nose piece in place. 

   

 

Step 5: Attaching the elastic 
 Cut a piece of elastic 15 cm long. Sticky tape the elastic to the back of the mask 

halfway up the edge of the eye holes. 
(See picture opposite showing the back of the mask with elastic attached.)  Now 
try on your mask. We hope you had fun making it and that you learnt a little 
about why gas masks were around in World War Two in Australia. 

 

 

 

http://john.curtin.edu.au/education/gasmask/index.html
http://john.curtin.edu.au/education/gasmask/gasmask.doc


  



What games did children play on VE Day? 
 
There were no computers during the war as they had not been invented yet.  Here are some of the 
games that children played.  How many do you recognise? 
 

Name of game What do we call it now? How is it played 
Hopscotch Hopscotch By hopping and jumping in 

patterns chalked on the paths 
outside 

Four Square  
 

 
 
 

Jump Rope  
Skipping 

 
 
 

Marbles  
 

 
 
 

Red Rover Red Rover  
 

 
 
 

Statues  
 

 
 
 

Hide and Seek  
 

 
 
 

Red Light Green Light  
 

 
 
 

Chutes and Ladders Snakes and Ladders 
 

 
 
 

Candy Land  
 

 
 
 

Checkers.  
 

 
 
 

 
1) For the ones you don’t know, can you find out what they were, write brief instructions and have a 

go at playing them? 

2) Which two are your favourites?  Why are they your favourites?  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 



  

CLUES / ANSWERS: bank, spring, tear, fire, 

general, park, wave, jumper, iron, rose 



  



Spudtastic! – Much of our food is grown and comes from other countries.  During WW2, it hard to get supplies and 

food for our country from other countries and so the foods that did grow in the UK were encouraged to be eaten.  

One such food was the potato.  Here is some more information: 

1) Potatoes could be easily grown in gardens or pots, even on balconies of flats. They are a very nutritious food and 

contain a huge amount of fibre (needed to fill people up) They were not reliant on ships to bring them to this 

country and they were cheap to grow.  This made them a staple food in wartime diets and a food very commonly 

used in VE day recipes. 

2) One of the characters that encouraged people to eat potatoes during the war, was Potato Pete; and, he 

appeared in many WWII cookbooks and recipes leaflets. Potatoes weren’t just healthy, with research showing 

children get more Vitamin C, B1, B6, Folate, Iron, Magnesium and Potassium from potatoes than from the 5 

super-foods; beetroot, bananas, nuts, broccoli and avocado combined, but they weren’t rationed and being 

home-grown, they saved the fleet (the shops carrying food to the UK), insofar as there was no need to ship them 

from overseas to Great Britain. 

 
Why were potatoes at the heart of a lot of these recipes? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

PLANT IT!  Plant a manky looking potato, that has sprouts on it, in a pot to see if you can grow potatolets?  They 

grow under the ground and the leaves grow above the ground.  Harvesting takes place in late August / September 

depending on the potato – IMPORTANT search online, perhaps using “gardener’s world”, for more information! 

COOK IT!  Research wartime recipes and maybe try one of them at home 

10 most popular ones are here;  

https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/food-drink/recipes/retro-recipes-10-thrifty-wartime-dishes  

or here  

https://www.lavenderandlovage.com/2015/05/celebrate-ve-day-with-potato-pete-and-an-authentic-wwii-recipe-

whit-salad.html 

 

DRAW IT!  Create a poster to advertise potatoes.  Here were some from back then: 

 

 

  

https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/food-drink/recipes/retro-recipes-10-thrifty-wartime-dishes
https://www.lavenderandlovage.com/2015/05/celebrate-ve-day-with-potato-pete-and-an-authentic-wwii-recipe-whit-salad.html
https://www.lavenderandlovage.com/2015/05/celebrate-ve-day-with-potato-pete-and-an-authentic-wwii-recipe-whit-salad.html


TATER’ PICKERS – 1942/43 

Taken from: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/00/a4132900.shtml 

The early part of October was “Tater” picking time during the last war. 
We children looked forward to at least a week off school in order that the potatoes could be harvested in 
good time before the first frosts arrived. I was nine years old in 1942 and like everyone else not in the 
armed forces, we were expected to “do our bit” for the war effort, and effort it was at times. Food was 
scarce and every crop was precious. 
 
Even basic commodities were hard to come by. Farmers produced as much food as possible to keep the 
nation fed, as little food from abroad got through due to German submarines sinking the supply convoys. 
That’s where we came into the picture. Most men, except for the elderly or disabled were away in the 
fighting forces and farmhands were short, although exempted from the forces, as farming was work of 
national importance and a reserved occupation, many felt it their duty to “join up”. 
 
Come harvest time women and children were encouraged to get the crops in. 
 
It was my first paid job and the hard-earned money in our pockets made us feel very important. 
We were friends with a farmer and his wife named Archer (yes, truly they were the Archers) who owned a 
farm at Lammas Hill, Wolston, a village in Warwickshire, and so it was to their farm together with many 
other children, both boys and girls that we made our way. We arrived at the farm for 8.30am and waited 
for the tractor and trailer to transport us up to the potato field. 
 
Often the mornings were misty and chilly gradually warming up as the day progressed. 
Everyone took his or her own bucket along. We had no special clothing but everyone wore wellies with 
knee high woollen socks – mostly of a dismal dark grey colour I remember. Ordinary coats or macs were 
worn on chilly days and the girls wore pixie hoods (a woollen hat which tied under the chin) and usually 
hand knitted. Boys wore school caps but these often ended up in their pockets or were deposited on the 
muddy ground. 
 
Our job was to pick up the potatoes turned up by the tractor. Each child had a length of field to work in. It 
was hard work too, bending down and placing the earthy potatoes into our buckets until it was full and 
then we emptied these full buckets into a nearby trailer and began picking all over again. Fine days when 
the soil was dry, were not too bad, but sometimes the fields were muddy with overnight rain, potatoes 
were wet and covered in thick earth, our hands became filthy and our wellies clogged and weighted down 
with mud. On rainy days of course no work could be done at all. We worked until a field was cleared. The 
farmer then put the potatoes into “clamps”, which were long mounds of potatoes which were covered in 
straw and then earth was piled on the top to form a frost free storage. They resembled long barrows when 
completed. 
 
During the following months, potatoes were put into one hundred weight sacks (112lbs) for sale to the 
shops during the winter months. 
 
Women from the village also joined us in the fields but of course their pay was higher and a useful addition 
to their household budget. 
 
We had a break for lunch and then resumed work in the afternoon. I seem to remember we worked until 
about 4.30pm. Some children worked harder than others and the boys often had “spud” fights throwing 
potatoes at each other until reprimanded by the farmer. 
 
At the end of the day we climbed onto the trailer and had a ride back to the farm. This was the best part of 
the day and if possible I liked to ride on the back of the tractor which was very bumpy on the uneven 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/00/a4132900.shtml


ground. Health and Safety regulations today would not allow it to happen, but I loved it in spite of getting a 
bruised lip once when my bucket jolted up into my face. 
 
At the end of the week we were paid our hard won wages. I can’t remember the exact amount but it was 
about two shillings a day (10p decimal currency). Ten shillings (50p) for five days work seemed a fortune to 
me. It was my very first pay packet. What a thrill, I was so proud. I saved a large part of it for buying 
Christmas presents. It’s not long from October to December! Also, we were allowed to take as many 
potatoes home as we could carry in our buckets but as I had to walk a considerable way, my home was 
about a mile distant, half a bucket was just about as much as I could carry. Although potatoes and bread 
were not rationed until after the war in 1947, when food was even more scarce, due to the rest of starving 
Europe having to be fed, our mothers were glad of these extra potatoes. They tasted twice as good to me 
for I had harvested them myself. 
 
Monica Evans (nee Timmins)  May 2005 

 

Can I read and question?  Read the text and then write down 3 things you want to know more about as 

questions and also the 3 things that surprised you most / you found most interesting 
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Can I reflect in the first person?  Have a look at the slides and see if you can think about how to complete the thought 
bubbles.  Also think about all that you have learnt so far this week about the 6 years of the world war and how life was – why 
would VE day have been such a relief?  You might also like to watch the Newsround program explaining what VE day was.  
How did that person feel that day – what might they have written in a diary entry for that day.  Once you’ve completed the 
thought bubbles etc, write a short diary entry for that day from the point of view of the person retelling it in the slides – up to 
half a page if you struggle to write (or more if you can). 



  



  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Great British Bunting – taken from https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-

british-bunting 

On Friday 8 May 2020 Britain will be commemorating the 75th anniversary of VE Day when the guns fell silent at the end of war 

in Europe. 

Due to the coronavirus restrictions most VE Day 75 events and street parties have had to be cancelled or postponed but we still 

want you to be able to mark the occasion, share your pride in our country and honour the men and women of WW2. 

You can make your own special VE Day 75 ‘Great British Bunting’ to display in your window at home.  

Read more on the website above but you get the idea… 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting 

 

Bunting template available over leaf or from the website or make your own!  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting


 


