
 



  



 

  

 

  

 



 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

  



What games did children play on VE Day? 
 
There were no computers during the war as they had not been invented yet.  Here are some 
of the games that children played.  How many do you recognise? 
 

Name of game What do we call it 
now? 

How is it played 

Hopscotch Hopscotch By hopping and jumping in patterns chalked on 
the paths outside 

Four Square  
XX 

4 Players stand in 4 squares linked together.  A 
ball is passed or bounced between them in 
whatever order has been agreed prior to the 
game.  E.g. odd numbers then evens 

Jump Rope  
Skipping 

Same as today 
 
 

Marbles  
Marbles 

Two players try to hit each other’s marbles on 
the floor by aiming along the ground. If you hit 
theirs it became yours 
 

Red Rover Red Rover  
Similar to bulldog but 

less aggressive 

Two teams face each other holding hands. One 
team selects one from the other team and they 
have to run across and try to break the chain.  If 
they do then they go back to their team, if they 
don’t then they join that team 
 
 

Statues Statues 
 

One person stands at the front and tries to spot 
those moving behind them as they turn around 

Hide and Seek  
Hide and Seek 

Most hide and one tries to find them all 
 

Red Light Green Light Grandmothers footsteps 
Or what’s the time Mr 

Wolf 

One person stands at the front and tries to spot 
those moving behind them as they turn around 
 
 

Chutes and Ladders Snakes and Ladders 
 

A board game of chance involving a dive and 
counters 
 

Candy Land  
XX 

A colour themes board game 
 
 

Checkers. Draughts A strategy game for two players moving 
counters diagonally across a board 
 
 

 
 

 


