ST ary’s

Church of England Junior School
No: 3

9t October 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

On Wednesday evening | attended the F.0.0.B.S AGM with Mrs Denning from Old Basing Infant School.
All of the staff and governors of St Marys would like to thank the main F.0.0.B.S committee members for
their hard work and commitment to the organisation and for all they do for both schools in terms of
fundraising and support. We would also like to thank all those from the school community who have
volunteered at FOOBS events in any capacity.

The money donated to the school last year made a huge difference in light of ever decreasing school
budgets and rising costs.
Last year’s donations went towards:

New year 3 seating

Maths resources

Benches and tables in courtyard

Resources for outdoor learning

Replacement PE equipment and equipment to use for new units e.g.

paddle sets for year 3

Equipment for sensory circuits

We are extremely thankful for the donation received at the AGM following last year’s fundraising events. An

amazing amount of just over £13,000 was donated to both schools and | would like to thank all of our
school community for supporting the F.0.0.B.S fundraisings events so generously.
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Last week elections took place at St Mary's to find the new # i Yl
chair and vice chair of our school council! 10 candidates Y N : oo
gave speeches and spoke in front of the whole school in

an attempt to gain a vote to become the Chair or Vice

Chairperson! The children then experienced a formal

voting process using a ballot slip and a ballot box —

democracy in action!

Last week also saw Year 6 enjoying Bikeability! They enjoyed learning key cycling
skills and how to stay safe on the road. They practised bike control, signalling and
riding with awareness in real traffic situations, — o
gaining confidence and becoming safer, more '

responsible cyclists.

Year 5 enjoyed a very exciting visit from the English

Civil War Society last Friday. They talked to us about

life as a soldier during the Civil War as well as how

to prepare, load and fire muskets and cannons. They
also had a go at trying to hold pikes — it wasn't as easy as it looked!

We thoroughly enjoyed our first Sharing Assembly of the year yesterday, well done to Davies class who
worked really hard to put together their assembly and really entertained us, sharing all their knowledge of
earthquakes!




This morning we had a practice emergency evacuation; the children were brilliant and all followed
procedures really well.

Next week is parents evening, we look forward to seeing you then and sharing your child’s achievements
so far this year.

We are also looking forward to our Year 6 residential to Calshot, Wellington Class Sharing Assembly and
‘Be Bright To Be Seen Day’ all coming up over the final two weeks of the half term.

Good luck to everyone who has entered the F.O.0.B.S trail and Fun Run this weekend, we look forward to
seeing you there, fingers crossed for a dry day!

Talk Homework!

As you know along with Old Basing Infant school we are continuing to work on improving our pupils'
speaking and listening skills!

This week what will your friends and family come up with for this question?

‘If you could build a secret room in our house, what would it look like and what would you put inside it?’

This question encourages imagination: There are no wrong answers, which builds confidence in quieter
children.

Builds descriptive vocabulary: Children will naturally use spatial words (under, inside, next to), colours,
textures, and sizes.

Promotes turn-taking: It easily turns into a game where everyone adds one idea at a time.

Applying for a Yr 7 Secondary School place

Year 6 parents, applications are now open for applying for Year 7 places. Please remember that you need
to get your applications for secondary school in by 315t October 2026.
https://lwww.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7

Sharing Assemblies and Church Visits

We would like to take this opportunity to remind all parents that you are welcome to attend your child’s
class sharing assembly and year Group Church Act of Worships. Dates for these are advertised in our
newsletters and take place throughout the year. Class Sharing Assemblies are held in the school starting
at 2:45pm. Year Group Church visits, which you are also welcome to attend, take place at 1:30pm at St
Mary’s Church.

Open Days for prospective parents 2027

Do you, or do you know someone who has a child due to start Year 3 in September 20277 We will be
holding two open days this term for prospective new parents. These will give you the opportunity to tour the
school and see us in action, as well as an opportunity to find out more about what you and your child can
expect from St Mary's from the leadership team. This year's dates are: Tuesday 13th October 2026, starting
at 1:30pm and finishing around 3:00pm. Wednesday 4th November 2026, starting at 9.30am and finishing
around 11:00am. If for any reason you are unable to make one of these dates, please contact the school
office on 01256 465092 or adminoffice@st-marys-jun.hants.sch.uk, and we will try our best to arrange an
alternative date. Please note that applications for places will need to be completed online through the
Hampshire admissions website from 1st November and applications will close on 15th January 2027.
School admissions | Education and learning | Hampshire County Council

Flu Vaccination

The immunisation team will be coming in to administer the flu nasal spray next Thursday 15" October.
Please ensure you have completed the consent form (please see the attached parent newsletter from the
school immunisation team). :

New Book Recommendations — 2026 is The National Year of Reading!

7+ Readers:

Stitch Head: The Ghost of Grotteskew Graphic Novel

By Guy Bass

Join Stitch Head, a mad professor’s forgotten creation, on another freakishly funny
adventure! Having already escaped the clutches of a creepy circus master and a




legendary pirate, Stitch Head — the almost-human result of the frightfully insane Professor Erasmus’
experiments — has his third outing in The Ghost of Grotteskew. A villainous spirit is haunting the corridors
of Castle Grotteskew, and he’s after two things: Stitch Head’s heart... and soul.

9+ Readers:
. When the Birds Wake Up
- By Jessica Mary Ellis

. This extraordinary heartwarming debut, from the winner of David Fickling Books’ Search
for a Storyteller competition, is written in a highly accessible and attractive format with a
- combination of lyrical verse, letters, assorted notes and fact boxes, interspersed with
| delicate and evocative line drawings by Sophie Burrows, so that each page turn brings
1 something new.
= " Ten-year-old Pear is struggling to cope: with her grandma's Alzheimer's, with a new
school and with cruel classmates' jibes. Enter Piglet - a scruffy rescue dog, who helps Pear rebuild her
sense of self. She remembers what matters most, through music, friendship and the armour of
unconditional love.

Pupils with Significant Sensory Needs

Ear defenders and fidget tools are specialist resources designed to support pupils who experience
significant sensory needs that impact their ability to engage in learning. While they can be highly effective
for some children, they are not universally beneficial and are therefore not routinely provided for all pupils.
School staff carefully consider individual needs to ensure that any sensory support offered is appropriate,
proportionate, and enables the child to develop independence wherever possible.

Where parents of children with significant sensory needs would prefer their child to have access to personal
ear defenders, they are welcome to provide these themselves. This also helps to address hygiene
considerations associated with sharing equipment between pupils.

Safeguarding update
Please find attached to this newsletter our October safeguarding newsletter for parents. This month’s
newsletter focuses on helping children use Al safely, respectfully and responsibly.

The cost of living is hitting us all and our mental health can impact on how we manage our money. We may
ignore bills or spend too much. Mental Health and Money Advice offers clear, practical advice and support
for people experiencing issues with mental health and money. It can help you understand, manage and
improve your mental health and money concerns.

Home - The Mental Health and Money Advice service

PE Kit

We have an increasing amount of pupils wearing incorrect PE uniform. Please can we remind you that for
PE children should wear a plain white t-shirt, bottle green shorts and plain black jogging bottoms for PE. On
cooler days’ shorts can be worn under jogging bottoms which can then be removed for indoor PE.

Time to Shine Day — ‘Be Bright To Be Seen’

On Sunday 25™ October British Summer times ends and sadly those clocks will go back. On Friday 23"
October we are having a ‘Be Bright to Be Seen’ day in school and we would like the children to come to
school dressed as brightly as they possibly can — what would you need to wear to be seen safely out
walking or cycling during the darker evenings? If year 6 pupils want to take a bright outfit to Calshot to wear
on that day that would be great!

In school each class will talk about and complete activities about keeping safe on the streets. Year 6 will
cover these important messages with their classes when they return from Calshot.

We look forward to seeing St Mary’s full of colour — the brighter the better!

Governor Corner

This week we had our first Learning & Ethos Committee meeting of the academic year. The main role of
the committee is to oversee all aspects of school life directly related to pupils’ well-being and learning. Each
meeting we have a subject focus and this time it was RE. Miss Dee is the subject lead and presented an
insightful update on the curriculum, explaining how as a school they have moved away from teaching RE in
blocks and are now delivering weekly lessons. A new module on justice, has been introduced in year 6
which is linked to the book they study; Holes by Louis Sachar. Justice is also a theology routed Christian




value and one which, when surveyed regarding the school values a few years ago, parents were keen to
see. Assessment in RE is done through debate, presentation or writing. Miss Dee spoke passionately
about how RE is not just learning about religions but more importantly learning from them. As a school we
are looking at how we can continue to embed spirituality across the curriculum, you may have heard your
children talk about window, door, mirror and candle moments and some information will be sent out about
this soon.

I am very much looking forward to helping at the prayer space in late November/early December, reading
the prayer that the values team have written, and joining in with the other activities on offer.

Parents will be sent a values and ethos survey over the next few days, so please look out for this.

Sarah Adams, Parent Governor

F.0.0.B.S. news

The FOOBS Trail and Fun Runs are almost here! Advanced entries are now closed and we are looking
forward to seeing everyone who has entered on Sunday! Please check F.O.0.B.S. social media for up to
date news and entry availability for any on the day entries. We would be very grateful for donations of
cakes, homemade or shop bought, to sell on the refreshments stall on the day. Please avoid nuts and any
nut-based ingredients and if homemade, please include a list of ingredients. As always, a big thank you to
everyone who has already volunteered to help on the day, we couldn't run the event without you. If anyone
is able to stick around to help clear up after the fun run, that would be very much appreciated.

Thanks to everyone who attended our AGM on Wednesday this week, and it was lovely seeing see some
new faces too. It was good to be able to show what we've been up to this past year and talk about
upcoming events.

We will be holding a second hand uniform sale for both schools at the Junior school on Monday 12th
October 3:30-4pm where uniform for both schools will be available.

Please also see attached a poster regarding the F.O.0.B.S. Lotto. We'd love you to join the Lotto, from as
little as £1 a month you would be in for a chance of winning the monthly draw!

Attendance

At the end of September whole school attendance was 97.7%. We continue to be pleased with the
attendance of our pupils and we are pleased to see some improvement in pupils who have previously been
persistently late to school.

For even more news, updates and photos, don’t forget to visit our website:

https://www.st-marys-jun.hants.sch.uk/

Gemma Lillywhite
Headteacher




The following INSET days for this academic year have been agreed with Old Basing
Infant School and approved by our governors.

Inset Days 2026/2027

Monday 2nd November 2026

Friday 18th December 2026

Monday 22nd February 2027

Friday 28th May 2027

Dates for your Diary

11th October — F.O,0,B.S Fun Run!

13th Oct — Open Afternoon for Year 2 Parents 1:30pm

14th Oct — Parents Evening

15th Oct — Parents Evening

15th Oct — Whole school flu immunisation

w/c 19th Oct — Year 6 to Calshot

22nd Oct — Wellington Sharing Assembly 2:45pm (Parents of Wellington Class
welcome to attend)

23rd Oct — Be Bright To Be Seen Day

26th-30th — Half Term

2nd Nov — INSET DAY School closed to pupils

4th Nov - Open Morning for Year 2 Parents 9:30pm

5th Nov — Space Dome Yr 5

6th Nov — Year 3 F.0.0.B.S Disco

10th Nov - Year 3 Church Visit 1:30pm (Parents of Yr 3 welcome to attend)
12th Nov — White Sharing Assembly 2:45pm (Parents of White Class welcome to
attend)

13th Nov — Children in Need Non Uniform Day

16th-20th Nov — Friendship Week

17th Nov - Year 4 Church Visit 1:30pm (Parents of Yr 4 welcome to attend)
16th Nov — Yr 3 Iron Age History Workshop

23rd Nov — F.0.0.B.S Christmas Market

24th Nov - Year 5 Church Visit 1:30pm (Parents of Yr 5 welcome to attend)
3rd Dec — Russell Sharing Assembly 2:45pm (Parents of Russell Class welcome to
attend)

5th and 6th Dec — St Mary’s Church tree festival Junior Choir to sing on 5th
11th Dec — Yr 6 Christmas Carol at the Haymarket (TBC)

15th Dec — Carol Concert at St Mary’s Church 6:00pm

16th Dec — Class Christmas Parties

17th Dec — End of term church visits

18th Dec — INSET DAY School Closed to Pupils

21st Dec — 1st Jan — Christmas Holidays

4th Jan — Start of Spring term

10th -13th May 2027 Key Stage 2 (KS2) SATs (Year 6)
7th — 18th June 2027 Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check (MTC)

4™ July — F.0.0.B.S Summer Fair

For all Hampshire term dates please follow this link:
~ School holiday dates | Education and learning | Hampshire County Council
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e MONTHLY CASH PRIZE
e FUNDRAISE FOR YOUR SCHOOL

e SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW TO
COMPLETE THE ONLINE FORM TO ENTER
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