
 
 

 
 

 
Church of England Junior School 

No: 14 
21st March 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been lovely to see a sea of red today across the school in aid of Red Nose Day! Thank you for your 
generosity, so far the school has raised over £290 for this great charity, with donations still coming in. The 
donation page will stay open for the next few days. Donations can be made through this link: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-marys-ce-junior-school-old-basing-
13?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL 
 
Today we have had a great ‘Science Day’, thank you Mrs Stephens for arranging fun activities and visitors 
for us all, please see Mrs Stephens’ update for more information. 
 
Last week Year 5 enjoyed trips to QMC Science centre where they tried out 
different investigations into forces. They looked at gears, levers and pulleys 
and enjoyed seeing QMC too! Year 5 have also completed their swimming 
lessons this week, we have been very impressed at the progress all pupils 
have made. 
 
Year 4 got to visit the ‘French Café’ last week. This is one of our favourite 
enrichment days! Please do read Madame Quick’s report later in this 
newsletter- thank you Madame Quick for organising such a fun morning. 
 
Austen class performed amazingly in their sharing assembly last week, they taught us so much about the 
Romans. Well done Austen!  This week Davies class entertained us, it has been lovely to see 
performances from our youngest and oldest pupils recently. We believe that these assemblies are a really 
important experience for our pupils.  For some children, confidence comes naturally, however others need 
more support and encouragement in order to develop into confident individuals. These sharing assemblies 
provide our children with a safe environment where their confidence can grow. 
 
Over the last two weeks we have enjoyed visiting our Spring Term Prayer Space. A prayer space is an area 
that has been transformed for a few days with a range of creative activities that encourage personal 
reflection.  There was a Lent and Easter theme this term with activities that gave the children an opportunity 
to reflect on their own qualities and a chance to thank and think of others in our community and around the 
world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



French Café 
Our Year 4 children enjoyed a morning of French delights last 
Wednesday.  All children had the chance to spend their French lesson 
au café St Mary's!  The children entered the café and chose where to sit 
and waited to be served.  Having studied a menu, they were able to 
choose from a selection of French food and drink, but they had to ask 
for their order in French. They were amazing and spoke really 
confidently. 
The children also had a morning of singing French songs, creating a 
French menu of their own and they were also able to experience an 
accordion demonstration, a big thank you to Mr Lewins for this. 
A huge thank you to The Costello School and their Year 9 pupils for assisting us too.  A special thank you 
must also be said to The Street Bakeshop, Waitrose Basingstoke and Tesco Chineham for our amazing 
food donations.  Merci beaucoup! 
Madame Quick 
 
Science Day 
All pupils got to enjoy a range of activities promoting Science in the real world as part of our Science Day.  
Our aim was to celebrate Science and encourage children to see how science features in our everyday 
lives.  The children researched famous scientists, from the very well-known (for example Stephen Hawking, 
Leonardo de Vinci) to the less well-known but equally vital (for example Stephanie Kwolek, Margaret 
Hamilton). Each year group had a special investigation to undertake covering a very wide range of 
subjects: Murder Mystery chromatography in Year 6, creating straw rockets in Year 5, planting 'pants' to 
look at soil quality in Year 4 and testing reaction times with 'sheep' herding in Year 3.   We were also lucky 
enough to welcome an army of volunteers to talk about their own work and how science helps them and 
must extend our thanks to all who came.  The children heard from a diverse array of professions including 
an astronomer, ecologist, cancer trial scientist, engineer, data scientist, year 3 heard all about the science 
of music and Year 6 had help from Costello students with their investigation work! To top it off a fiendish 
quiz led to much debate and prizes! 
Mrs Stephens, Science Leader 
 
Easter Raffle 
Children can enter our annual Easter Egg Raffle from next Wednesday until Thursday 3rd April to be in with 
a chance of winning an Easter treat kindly donated by the staff here at St Mary's!  Tickets will cost 50p and 
will be available from the office at break time. 
This was enjoyed last year by our pupils and they have enjoyed using the playground equipment purchased 
with the money raised last Spring. All money raised will go towards replenishing small playground play 
equipment for us all to enjoy during the summer months! 
The raffle will be drawn during our final assembly of the term on Friday 4th April.  
 
Staffing Update 
As parents of White class are already aware, Mr King will be leaving St Mary’s at the end of this term to 
pursue career opportunities outside of education. Mr King has been an invaluable member of our teaching 
staff for over 10 years and his dedication has greatly benefited our pupils.  We are grateful for his 
contributions and wish him all the best in his future endeavours. 
 
We are delighted that Mr Paul Rimell will be teaching White class for the summer term.  Mr Rimell worked 
at the school as class teacher for many years and since his retirement he has been a regular supply 
teacher for us, thus he knows White class and the school very well. 
I am sure you will all wish Mr King all the best for his future.  
 
End of term Church visits 
You are welcome to join us at our end of term church visits on Friday 4th April. Classes will visit church at 
the following times. Please contact the school office if you are able to help walk down to church with your 
child’s class. 
 
09:15am – Russell, Mitchell, Paulet, Austen  
10:00am – Nightingale, White, Nelson, Conan Doyle  
11:00am – Davies, Brunel, Wellington, Dickens 
 



Attendance 
As of today the school’s overall attendance stands at 97.1% 
We have seen an increase in attendance from some pupils who were previously persistently absent, thank 
you for your support in securing good attendance for your child.  

 
Safeguarding – Tik Tok 
Although you have to be 13+ to have a TikTok account, we are aware that many of our older pupils do use 
this platform. Please make sure you are aware of the following if setting up accounts for your child.  

 TikTok is a social media platform that allows users to express themselves through dancing, 
lip-synching, comedy sketches, makeup tutorials, and by telling stories about their lives in short videos 
that can be shared with others in the TikTok community.  
 Videos are between 15 seconds and three minutes long.  
 There are also a range of TikTok Influencers who create videos which get viewed millions of times. 
 Age requirements 13+ years.  
 To sign up for TikTok, you must verify that your age is over 13. 
 TikTok’s safety centre has advice and guides on the content that is and isn’t allowed on the app. 

They also provide information on the tools and controls that users can utilise to manage their 
experience within the app. 

 
 
New book recommendations 
Grumpfort, by Jamie Hammond. Interest age: 7+  Reading age: 9-11 
Bogfoss is surrounded by a dark wood filled with monsters of all shapes and sizes. It is up 
to the Wardens to protect the village from attack; a team of monster catchers and expert 
fighters… except for one. Meet Mo, the newest (puniest) Warden and the hero of our 
story.   
To prove his doubters wrong, Mo sets out hoping to catch himself a fierce beast but ends 
up trapped inside Grumpfort, the home of monsters. He isforced to join a ragtag team of 
creatures on a mission to catch the terrifying Grumpsnatcher. As the adventure unfurls, he 
realises that the monster’s terrible reputations might not be true after all. Perhaps with his 
help there can be peace in Bogfoss at last.  
 

 
 
Wild Magic: Legend of the Black Lion, by Abiola Bello. Interest age: 6-7 
Reading age: 6+ 
Twins Misha and Ziggy have secret superpowers! Misha can talk to animals and Ziggy 
can shapeshift into them.  
When their dad, a wildlife TV presenter, takes them to Ethiopia with him, they’re so 
excited. Maybe they’ll see a black lion! But when they discover poachers are after the 
lion, suddenly the twins’ powers put them in great danger. Can they keep the animals 
– and themselves – safe?  
 

 
 
Governors’ Corner 
The provision in schools for children with Special Educational Needs and Disability is currently in the 
national news. So I was pleased to be able to see first hand the SEND provision at St Mary's Junior School. 
I recently had a morning walking around the school with Miss Bunkle (the Inclusion Manager/SENCO) 
visiting each class and observing the teaching, and in particular the work with SEND pupils including those 
also with an EHCP. It was good to see in many cases these pupils joining in with the main class activity, 
while in others special attention and teaching was being given either by a learning support assistant or by 
the class teacher. While some of these pupils are of course working at a level well below that of their peers, 
there was good evidence of progress in their work. It was helpful also to be able to see the generally very 
good behaviour of all the children in class. 
Philip Hiorns (Foundation Governor) 
 
 
 
 



F.O.O.B.S. News 
Hello from F.O.O.B.S! Thanks so much for all your donations for the Easter Fair’s chocolate tombola.  
If anyone is able to supply baked goods (homemade or shop bought) for the refreshments stall, please 
bring in to the infant school on Friday 28th or simply bring with you when you attend the fair! (Ingredients 
lists please for the homemade items and strictly no nuts of any kind please) 
 
 
Parking 
Please can we remind you again to park considerately on local roads. With an increasing number of pupils 
both here and at the infant school living out of catchment, we appreciate that it is not possible for many of 
our families to walk to school. Please can we ask you to park considerately to keep everyone safe and to 
ensure that our neighbours are not blocked in or out.   
 
 
Coffee Mornings and Parental Support 
Parent and Carer Coffee Mornings 
Our half-termly coffee mornings are an opportunity 
for parents to get together, share ideas and 
challenges over a cup of coffee (and biscuits!)  
Miss Bunkle (our SENCo), Mrs Alvarez (our ELSA) 
and Mrs Squire (Behaviour Support LSA) are also on 
hand to chat about issues. 
 
Meet us 9am to 10.30am on:  
Tuesday 1st April  
Tuesday 20th May 
Tuesday 8th July – joint with Old Basing Infant School 
 
 
 
Gemma Lillywhite 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
27th Mar – Wellington Class sharing assembly 2:45pm, parents/carers welcome 
29th Mar – Easter Fair 1-2:30pm, 3-4:30pm OB infant school  
1st Apr – Parent & Carer coffee morning 09:00-10:30 
1st Apr – Year 6 parents SRE information evening 3:30pm, details to follow 
4th Apr – End of term Church visits, timings as follows: 
 
09:15am – Russell, Mitchell, Paulet, Austen 
10:00am – Nightingale, White, Nelson, Conan Doyle 
11:00am – Davies, Brunel, Wellington, Dickens 
 
4th Apr – Last Day of term 
 
7th-21st Apr – Easter Holidays 
 
22nd Apr – First day of new term (summer term after school clubs start this week) 
23rd/24th Apr – Year 3 visit to Gilbert White House, details to follow 
25th Apr – F.O.O.B.S Year 4 Disco 5:00-6:30pm 
1st May – Conan Doyle class sharing assembly, 2:45pm, parents/carers welcome 
7th May – Eucharist Years 5/6 10:00am – parents/carers welcome 
8th May – Brunel class sharing assembly, 2:45pm, parents/carers welcome 
w/c 12th May Year 6 SAT’s week 
13th May – Year 4 Church visit, 1:30pm, parents/carers welcome 
20th May – Parent & Carer coffee morning 09:00-10:30am 
20th May – Year 6 Church visit 1:30pm, parents/carers welcome 
23rd May – Inset Day 
 
26th – 30th May – Half term 
 
2nd June – First day back (after school clubs start back this week) 
5th June – Sports Day 
12th June – Reserve Sports Day 
19th June – Whole Year 6 & Class Photos 
6th July – Summer Fair 
w/c 14th July – Year 6 Show week 
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