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A message from the editor…

Hi everyone,
Welcome to this half term’s edition of St. Mary’s News! This edition has lots of fun and exciting articles for you to
read; you might find your tummy rumbling as you read the autumnal recipe and your brain will definitely be put
through its paces as you have a go at our general knowledge quiz!
As you read, look out for some of the excellent writing that is included throughout. This magazine will be used to
celebrate the writing that we do at St. Mary’s. Can you spot any writing styles that you particularly like? Do you
recognise any of the writing activities from your year group? Can you spot any of the teachers that have
contributed?
I love this time of year when lots of beautiful colours start to appear and the scent of Autumn beings to fill the air.
So, snuggle up somewhere comfortable and enjoy reading our very first edition of St Mary’s News.
From Miss Sherlock

Mr Whincup’s Filling Flapjacks










This Edition’s Book Recommendations…
(from Miss Sherlock)
Year 3 – Leon and the Place Between by Grahame Baker-Smith
This book is one of my favourites and I know that Miss Eckett loves it too! It is a great
story about mysterious imaginary destinations that lay beyond a door and will leaving your mind
wandering after each page. Another reason to read this fabulous book is because of it’s amazing
illustrations. They are sure to catch your eye. You could even ask your class teacher if they could
share this book with your class. Enjoy this read and do come and let me know what you think
when you have finished!

Year 4 – Stig of the Dump by Clive King
I always enjoy reading this book as a class reader and never tire of Stig’s adventures with Barney. This is
a great page turner that will have you wanting to find out what happens next. It is also very funny so you
will definitely be laughing out loud as you read along! Now, find your favourite cosy spot to read and
settle down with this exciting adventure story. I hope you enjoy as much I always do when I
read it!

Year 5 – Butterly Lion by Michael Morpurgo
Butterfly Lion is a lovely story of childhood friendship that will capture you from the start.
As you read, try to think about you might feel if you were in Bertie’s situation – come and share your
thoughts with me too! This book is a lovely one to discuss with others so see if you can share
your reading with a friend or family member at home. Enjoy reading this lovely story, set in my
favourite continent, Africa.

Year 6 - Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson
I like this book mostly because of the characters – each one has an interesting personality
and back story. The main character, or protagonist, Maia, is a wonderfully kind young girl
who is sent away from her home to live with family members that live by the Amazon River.
This is a story of perserverance and self-discovery as Maia is faced with different challenges
to overcome.

This half term, we will be focusing on
Get HeartSmart!
It’s all about being smart with your heart!
How will you
keep your heart
healthy?

How will you
keep physically
healthy?

What will make
your heart grow
bigger and
stronger?

Want to be featured in next term’s issue?
Your teachers will be looking out for good
examples of pupils being HeartSmart. Will your
name get mentioned in our next issue?

How will you look
after your mental
health?

Test your knowledge!
With Mrs Lillywhite
1) Which animal is the only one to have rectangular pupils?
a) Goat
b) Horse
c) Reindeer
2) Approximately how many millions of years would it take to complete one orbit around
our galaxy?
a) 4 million b) 3000
c) 200 million
3) Which team won the 2019 Rugby World Cup which was held in Japan?
a) England b) New Zealand
c) South Africa
4) Which is the largest ocean in the world?
a) Atlantic b) Pacific
c) Artic
5) What is the capital city of Austria?
a) Vienna b) Dhaka
c) Helsinki
6) Who was King of England in 1666 when the Great Fire of London broke out?
a) King Charles II b) Henry VIII c) George V
7) What is the largest country in the world? (by area)
a) Canada b) United States of America
c) Russia
8) Who sang the 2018 hit Shotgun?
a) George Ezra
b) Lewis Capaldi

c) Ed Sheeran

9) Who wrote the classic book Oliver Twist?
a) Roald Dhal
b) J.K. Rowling
c) Charles Dickens
10) Which famous sporting competition did Andy Murray win in 2016?
a) British F1 Grand Prix b) Wimbledon Tennis Championship
c) English Golf
Open

Answers:
1)

a

2) c

3) c

4) b

5) a

6) a

7) c

8) a

9) c

10) b

Teacher Talk…
With Mrs Pressner

Reading in the ‘Pressner
Household’
There’s a time warp in our house. I couldn’t say exactly when it appeared - I
have a feeling that it’s always been there but that the house has been so busy
and noisy that I hadn’t really noticed.
When I speak to my husband, or ask him a question, I can probably count
slowly to about 12 before there’s any acknowledgment that he has heard me,
then I’ll have to repeat what I said. Why? His head and concentration is in
a book. Often his imagination will be worlds away on another planet or in
another time. Reading is a huge pastime in our house and the more complex
the book the longer the time gap to getting a reply.
Why books? From an early age my husband loved escaping from real life
into comics and then he moved on to adventure stories. Over time this
moved into outer-worlds and dragons. Those of you who know what I like
to read will now realise where my love of dragons comes from, we still have
the books he loved as a child and we re-read them regularly. Reading
something that isn’t real enables us to relax and let our minds unwind.
A particular interest of mine is children’s books and fantasy, I am working
my way through the school library of excellent reading material. Have you
found a favourite genre or author in the school
books? If you could choose a setting or time to be
time travelled to when or where would it be? I
think mine would be a world called Pern where
dragons bond with human riders and learn how to
teleport, that is the only transport on the planet. I
would tell you where my husband’s ideal setting
would be but he hasn’t answered yet.

Wonderful Work Gallery…

We have had such a wonderful start back to school –
well done everyone!
Take a look in the gallery below at some of the
wonderful writing that has been going on.
I wonder if you can spot any of your own work? If
not, perhaps you could work hard to get your writing
in the next edition of our school magazine!

Wellington
Russell
Paulet

Nelson

Mitchell

Conan-Doyle

White

Dickens

Austen
Davies

Nightingale

Brunel

What is going on in the world?
By Mrs Candy

Lego pledge to reduce plastic usage
Lego is loved by many children and grown-ups alike with
millions of Lego sets sold around the world each year. Within each box of Lego, you
will find the blocks are packaged up in single use plastic (single use means that it can’t
be used again).
Recently, Lego have been receiving letters from children around the world who are
concerned about the use of single use plastics within the packaging. The children have
suggested that the plastic be replaced with paper bags which they say will be easier to
open and also recyclable.
The great news is that Lego have listened to these ideas and
they have committed to stop using plastic bags from 2021.
Lego have even said that they are aiming to make all of their
packaging from sustainable materials by 2025 and will even
try to make the bricks themselves from more sustainable
materials by 2030. This really is good news for the
environment as Lego estimate that they currently use 90000
tonnes of plastic in their products, so for them to aim to change the materials they use is
a great step in the right direction for reducing plastic use.
You can find out more about this story and other Lego related stories here:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/54170281

Wildfires hit the Western states of the United States
Several states in the USA are currently battling some of the worst wildfires in their
history. The fires have destroyed huge areas of forest and have forced tens of thousands
of people to leave their homes. In the state of California, the area which has been burnt
is 17 times greater than the area burnt by this
time last year.
Containing these fires is a huge job and there are
around 29000 firefighters working tirelessly to
keep them under control. Wildfires are not
uncommon in these parts of America, however,
this wildfire season seems to be worse prompting
many people to question how much of an impact
climate change is having.
To find out more about this story here: https://newsforkids.net/articles/2020/09/14/uswest-struggles-to-contain-massive-wildfires/

Something to keep you busy…

Achieving more together

Thanks for
reading…

See you in a month or so for our next edition…

