


So over the last few weeks, when thinking about Advent, we have thought
about the idea of hope and preparation.

This week we think about joy, this is what the third candle on our Advent
wreath represents.

What does the word JOY mean to you?




This week Christians think about John the Baptist and how he went out into the countryside to tell people
that Jesus was coming to lead them in the way of peace and love.

There is a story in the Bible about a man called John, the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth. When John
had grown up, he went to live in a desert place, wondering what special work God wanted him to do.
One day, God told John to go and tell the people to get ready to welcome his Son, so John went to the
river Jordan. Many came to stare at this wild-looking man with his long hair, beard and rough-haired
coat. This is what he told them. “You have not always obeyed God'’s instructions. He wants you to say
that you are sorry. So come and be washed clean in the river.’

Many people asked John, ‘Who are you?”’

When John was asked this, he replied, ‘I am only God’s messenger. Someone much greater than me is
coming soon. You must get ready to follow him.” When John said this, he was speaking about Jesus.

Today ware are going to think about something that happened when Jesus mother, Mary, visited John
the Baptists mother Elizabeth.



This picture is an artists
Impression of how he
Imagined the scene in
the story.

You may want to look
carefully at the picture
while | tell the story.






We are going to finish with our prayer , if
you'd like to make it your prayer, you can
say amen at the end.

Dear God

Help me to remember that Jesus came to
earth to spread

A message of love for those who are most
In need.

Give me the courage to show kindness to
others

So that love may grow in my heart and in
the world.

Amen
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPsgIhlYQmM

. Mary, did you know
That your baby boy WI|| one day
walk on. water? i

Méry, did you know = ,
That your baby boy will save our

k ns and daughters?

e
-~
B /1
ko ‘it N
T
X L sa
‘
0‘;
e ¥
Rl
.
!'»'




Did you know

| That your baby boy has cometo
make you new?

- . This child that you've dellvered
Wﬁl soon deliver you




. Mary, did you know

That your baby boy will give -
S|ght toa blmd man?

Méry, dld you know |

That your baby boy will L
5to rm with His hand?
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Didyouknow
That your baby boy has walked
where angels trod?

Aﬁd when you kISS your I|ttle i
béby |
“:’ u 've klssed the face of God




“Mary, did you know?
The blind will see L
. The deaf will hear
! And the dead WI|| live agam
The Iame WI|| Ieap
| ?e dumb will speak
1e praises of the Lamb




. Mary, did you know

That your baby boy IS Lord of all
creatlon? |

Méry, dld you know |

P .
AN That your baby boy will one day

. &

L le the nations?



Did you know
That your baby boy is heaven S
perfect Lamb?

. This sIeepmg Chlld you re
ha'ldmg '

the Great I Am
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Mary did you know?



' Do you know?

o You hope but nope'

You plan .but nope! -
You dream...but nope!
‘ s ‘worry...but nope!



- Mary thought she Knew...
+ She had marrlage plans
» She would've had family plans '
She had routines
~.he had a context

Life was essentially set
. She had no idea...




Luke1:2633
Now in the sixth month the

angel Gabriel was sent from
* God to a city in Galilee called

i X Nazareth to a virgin engaged to '

‘aman whose name was
y oseph, of the descendants of
¢ David; and the virgin’s name

©  was Mary.




-And coming in, he said to her
“Greetings, favored one! The
___ Lordis with you.” But she was
- very perplexed at this. -
.. .statement, and kept pondering
W at kind of salutation this was.




-The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary; for you have
_ found favor with God. “And
- behold, you will conceive in
N }.yoﬂr womb and bear a son, and
“'”""you shall name Him Jesus.




“He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High;
and the Lord God will give Him
the throne of His father David;

N | '-.'and He will reign over the house '

‘of Jacob forever, and His
kingdom will have no end.”

- New American Standard Bible : 1995 Update. LaHabra, CA : The
Lockman Foundation, 1995



Mary did not know

~ * Her relatlonshlp with God

- g ~ _Shewas ordinary and common
v 9 .',‘—She was part of the crowd
- _Shewas nothmg special

- —She was like everyone else
'—She was chosen and favored




~ Mary did not know...

. Her famlly S future
i —Her son ‘will be God’s son
ﬂ g— Her son will be the Promised One '
= '—They were no Ionger ordinary
he power and work of God
_In her
- —Through her




Do you know...
« You are highly favored?
R -You have no reason to fear?
‘ . ‘T he Son the Klng on the
x, throne
—Came for you

—Lived and fought for you
—Died for you




