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A message from the editor…
Hi everyone,
Welcome back to our school magazine; St Mary’s News. I really hope that you enjoyed reading the first edition last
half term – I enjoyed speaking to some of you about the articles that interested you most! This edition has lots
more exciting articles for you to enjoy as well as some half-termly updates too! Don’t forget you can also find a
copy of this magazine on our school website – you might like to print out your own copy to read and enjoy.
We are most certainly in the season of Winter now – the weather has changed and the temperature has definitely
dropped. Do you notice the cold? My favourite things about this time of year are; cosy jumpers, big cups of hot
chocolate and going for a run in the frost of the early morning. What do you like or dislike about winter? Perhaps
you like getting comfortable with something nice to read…well, if that is the case, I won’t disturb you any longer.
Enjoy!
Miss Sherlock

The Latest Recipe Recommendation…
Three step Autumn soup
By Miss Cummings
(Remember to ask an adult to help you when cooking).

Ingredients:










2 tbsp olive oil
2 onions, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves, crushed
¼ tsp hot chilli powder
1 butternut squash, peeled and cut into
2cm pieces
100g red lentils
1l hot vegetable stock
1 small bunch coriander, leaves chopped,
plus extra to serve.
Crusty bread rolls to serve.

Method:
STEP 1
Heat the oil in a saucepan over a medium-high heat. Fry the
onions with a pinch of salt for 7 mins, or until softened and
just caramelised. Add the garlic and chilli then cook for 1 min
more.
STEP 2
Stir in the squash and lentils. Then, pour over the stock and
season to taste. Bring to the boil, then reduce the heat to a
simmer and cook, covered, for 25 mins or until the squash is
soft. Blend the soup with a stick blender until smooth, then
season to taste.
STEP 3
Stir in the coriander leaves and ladle the soup into bowls.
Serve topped with yogurt and extra coriander leaves. Add a
crusty bread roll for dipping.

This Edition’s Book Recommendations…
From Mr Gibbs
Year 3
Fortunately, the Milk - Neil Gaiman
The Boy Who Grew Dragons - Andy Shepherd
Mr Gum – Andy Stanton

Year 4
How to Train your Dragon – Cressida Cowell
Creature Teacher – Sam Watkins
Edward Tualane – Kate DiCamillo

Year 5
Butterly Lion – Michael Morpurgo
Max and the Minions – Ross Montgomery
Charlotte’s Webb – E. B. White

Year 6
The Highland Falcon Thief – M. G. Leonard and Sam Sedgman
Journey to the River Sea – Eva Ibbotson
The Lifters – Dave Eggers

Test your knowledge!
With Mrs Lillywhite
1) Where it it’s body would you find a shrimp’s heart?
a) Chest
b) Foot
c) Head
2) Which is the hottest planet in our solar system?
a) Mars
b) Venus
c) Mercury
3) Which country will host the 2024 Summer Olympic games?
a) Paris
b) England c) United States of America
4) What is the largest Desert in the world?
a) Sahara b) Antarctic c) Atacama
5) What is the capital city of Finland?
a) Helsinki b) Berlin
c) Reykjavik
6) Who was Queen Elizabeth II, our current Queens, father?
a) King Charles II b) King George V
c) King George VI
7) What is the smallest country in the world? (by area)
a) Vatican City
b) Maldives c) Malta
8) Which famous band had a hit with the song ‘Hey Jude’ in 1968?
a) Rolling Stones b) The Beatles
c) The Beach Boys
9) Who wrote the classic book Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland?
a) Lewis Carroll
b) J.M Barrie c) Rudyard Kipling
10) In what year did World War II start?
a) 1912
b) 1945
c) 1939

Answers:
1)

c

2) b

3) a

4) b

5) a

6) c

7) a

8) b

9) a

10) c

Teacher Talk…
by Mrs Stephens
I am extremely fortunate to have a family who like to get
outside and to own two double kayaks (named Topsy and Tim)
which we take out as often as we can.
Please do not get the idea that I am crashing down a whitewater course at high speed...cascading down waterfalls or
plummeting towards rocks in my kayak....the opposite is the
truth! Whether it is a quick paddle on the local canal or around
the coast further afield, I like the serene feeling of floating
along on the water and having time to relax and take the time to notice the beautiful country
we live in.
A poem written 100 years ago comes to mind when I am outside in the kayak. WH Davies
was a Welsh poet who clearly recognised how busy life could be, even in 1911 and he wrote
a poem which starts: What is this life if, full of care, we have no time to stand and stare? In
our busy lives, we rush through lessons, sprint around at break, gobble down food and dash
to do chores and hobbies...life is full and wonderful but we very rarely get time to sit, look
around us and take in our surroundings. The art of being able to ‘just 'be' can be so
important to help our energy levels, happiness and mental health.
When was the last time you stopped while outside and looked around? I mean really look
around at the details of our world. Maybe if you do, you could perhaps notice the types of
clouds in the sky? The feel of a gentle breeze on your face? The multitude of colours in an
autumn leaf?
Try it today, just stop….breathe and look…… and see how much calmer you feel and how
much you find out about the amazing world around you.

What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauty's glance,
And watch her feet, how they can dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can
Enrich that smile her eyes began.
A poor life this if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.

WH Davies

Wonderful Work Gallery…
Russell Class

Wellington Class

Mitchell Class

Paulet Class

Brunel Class

Dickens Class

Austen Class

Nightingale Class

Nelson Class

Davies Class

Conan-Doyle Class

White Class

What is going on in the world?
Coral reef discovered in Australia
A new coral reef, taller than New York’s Empire State Building and the Eiffel Tower in
France, has been discovered in remote waters off Cape
York, Queensland, Australia. A group of Scientists, who
were on a 12-month mission to create a 3D map of the sea
floor, found the huge structure.

Like an underwater mountain, the unnamed reef is about
1.5km long and rises to more than 500m tall, its highest
point sitting about 40m below the surface of the ocean.
The Great Barrier Reef, the world's largest coral reef, is home to more than 1,500 species of
fish, 411 species of hard corals and dozens of other species.

Scientists are really excited about the possibility of finding lot of new marine species there.
They explored the reef using a robot (known as SuBastian) and the discovery was live
stremed to their YouTube channel.
The new reef is among a cluster of eight tall “detached”
reefs in the area, so-called because they sit outside
the main part of the Great Barrier Reef. But while the
other seven reefs were all mapped in the 1800s, the
new discovery has remained unexplored until now. It’s
the first detached reef found in more than 120 years so
it is an extra special discovery!

Want to find out more about coral reefs? Check out this website

https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/coral_reef_biome.php

A message from Reverend Heather
All about Advent
Did you know that Advent always begins 4 Sundays before Christmas?
This year advent starts on Sunday 29th November.
Advent is a time when Christians prepare for the celebrations of
Christmas. It is a time to prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus and to
welcome his love and his teachings into our hearts once again.
Here are some of Jesus’ teachings:
 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.
 Love your neighbour as yourself.
 Blessed are the peacemakers.
 Do for others what you want them to do for you.
 Forgive one another
Is there one that you think is the most important?
Each Sunday during Advent, we light a candle on the advent wreath in church. As we do,
we hear a little of the stories of the people in the Bible who prepared the way for Jesus to
come to be with us. More recently the candles have also come to symbolise the advent
themes of Hope, Peace, Love and Joy.

Advent word search
By Reverend Heather

Friendship Week Returns to St Mary’s!
Friendship Week returned to St Mary’s this year. All of the children
were encouraged to think about how their actions and words can
help to make the school and community an even better place!
Every year group planned activities around the theme of friendship
and relationships. This covered areas such as spreading kindness,
celebrating our differences, building positive relationships and also
the types of bullying that can occur inside and outside of school. In
year 6, the children completed work around the book Wonder and
in year 3, the children putting their colour mixing skills to use by
representing emotions with colour.
Take a look at some fabulous posters below!

Something to keep you busy…

A Christmas Acrostic
By Miss Sherlock

Christmas is a time for cheer,
Hold on to those who are so dear.
Reach out to those who are in need,
In every little thoughtful deed.
Stockings hang on the ends of our beds,
Trees are decorated in golds, greens and reds.
Maybe this year there might be some change,
Alas – don’t fear! We can still arrange
Special time with those we love.

A challenge from me  Can you have a go at writing a Christmas
Acrostic? I’d love to see/hear about it if you do!

A touch of Winter Craft…

