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A message from the editor…
Hello everyone,
Spring has sprung – the weather is getting warmer, the daffodils and snowdrops have started to appear and
the days are certainly getting lighter and longer. I don’t know about you but I love the season of Spring – I
love the feeling of hope it brings. I have been running and cycling lots recently and it has been great to see
the changes in nature as the seasons turn. What signs of Spring have you noticed around you?
Anyway, here we all are…back at school together! It still isn’t quite back to ‘normal’ as such yet but it seems
like there could be a light at the end of the tunnel. What a year it has been! I know that the teachers are
really proud of you all – those of you who worked remotely for a while and those of you who remained at
school throughout. Well done everyone!
I hope you enjoy this new edition of St Mary’s News. Find somewhere comfortable to settle down
and…happy reading!
Miss Sherlock

The Latest Recipe Recommendation…
Did you know that Mrs Piper from the office loves chocolate? Follow her recipe below for
some delicious chocolate Easter nests…

Chocolate Easter Nests
You will need:
200g milk chocolate, broken into pieces
85g shredded wheat, crushed (or you can use rice krispies)
12 cupcake cases
36 mini chocolate eggs
STEP 1
Place the broken chocolate into a small bowl, place over a pan of barely simmering
water and stir until it has melted. Remember to ask an adult to help when cooking.
STEP 2
Mix the melted chocolate and the crushed shredded wheat together. Stir well.
STEP 3
Divided the mixture into the 12 cupcake cases
Use the back of a teaspoon to push in the centre to create a nest shape.
STEP 4
Place 3 mini chocolate eggs in each nest. Chill the nests in the fridge for 2 hours and
then enjoy!

This Edition’s Book Recommendations…

Year 3 - Anne Fine, The Diary of a Killer Cat.
In my opinion, one of the best books for reading aloud. Read
it to your pets, read it to anyone at home that will listen. It’s a
really funny book about a mysterious incident. Did Tuffy the
cat really do it? Remember that I love cats before you come
and tell me what you think.

Year 4 - Anne Fine, The Angel of Nitshill Road.
Everyone knows about the power of the Teacher’s 4 colour marking
pen, so what about a gold pen that writes in 8 colours? Just imagine
the power that pen could hold, or is the power in the person holding
the pen? A book about how to stand up for yourself when things get
tough. My favourite character is Penny, I wonder who yours will
be?

Year 5 – Eva Ibbotson, The Secret of Platform 13.
A train station with a magical door, a child hidden away from birth,
wizards, witches and magic. Sound familiar? Have a read and
think about where authors get their inspiration from.

Year 6 – Lauren Wolk, Beyond the Bright Sea.
Looking at the cover of the book, I imagined it to be
about an adventure in a boat to another land. I wasn’t
completely wrong however I shouldn’t assume a story by
the book cover. An intriguing tale of love and greed, of
being lost and of the main character finding out who they
really are.

Test your knowledge! With Mrs
Lillywhite
1) True or false, a snail can sleep for up to three years at a time.
a) True
b) False
2) Which of these is the largest planet in the solar system?
a) Saturn
b) Jupiter
c) Mars
3) Where were the last winter Olympics held in 2018?
a) Vancouver in Canada b) PyeongChang in South Korea

c) Sochi in Russia

4) What is the largest freestanding mountain in the world? (this means it stands alone
and is not part of a mountain range)
a) Mount Everest in Nepal
b) K2 in China
c) Mount Kilimanjaro in
Tanzania
5) What is the capital city of Germany?
a) Berlin
b) Hamburg

c) Munich

6) Who was the first King or Queen to live in Buckingham Palace?
a) Henry VIII
b) King George V
c) Queen Victoria
7) How many countries make up the continent of Europe?
a) 32
b) 44
c) 51
8) Which composer was so meticulous he would count out exactly 60 coffee beans before
having a cup?
a) Ludwig Van Beethoven
b) Frederic Chopin
c) Joseph Haydn
9) Which English Author wrote the Paddington Bear stories, the first of which was written
in 1958?
a) Arthur Conan Doyle
b) Michael Bond
c) Philip Pullman
10) In what year did construction start on the famous Tower Bridge over the River Thames
in London?
a)1852
b) 1901
c) 1886

Answers:
1)

a

2) b

3) b

4) c

5) a

6) c

7) b

8) a

9) b

10) c

Teacher Talk…
‘The Benefits of Gaming’ by Mr
Whincup
I enjoy playing games and having the chance to put myself
into other people’s shoes and experience different
situations. There is such a variety these days, especially in
the type of games that you can play. They range from
computer games to board games. The main types that I
play are computer games, board games and table top role-play games.
Another type of game that I like to play is on computers. It does help that I have both a
console and a PC to play them on. I enjoy the challenge that computer games give you.
The level of challenge that a game can provide depends on my skill and what game you
are playing. However, I enjoy a good story with the games that I play. Computer games
can have truly amazing stories that draw
you in like a good book. You usually play
as the hero who is trying to beat their
personal foe and following their story to a
successful climax. Although I have played
a lot of games over the many years that I
have been gaming, I do have several
favourites. When I was growing up, I
really loved playing Sonic the Hedgehog.
The excitement that I felt loading it up and
hearing the sounds of the Sega logo meant
that hours of fun was ahead. Being able to
achieve well timed jumps and speed helped
me through the levels. I moved on an amazing game that involved lots of problem
solving. I controlled a group of Lemmings trying to get them to the other end of the
level. This was before the internet which meant that I had to do a great deal of reading
to find out the information on how to complete a level. The joy that I felt after
completing a tricky level was the complete opposite of the frustration in not being able
to complete it. Later, I found my love for science fiction games set in the far future, with
a game called Elite, travelling the galaxy trading exotic items. However, it was mostly
flying spectacular spaceships through the depths of space. My current game that I am
playing is called No Man’s Sky which sees you travelling the galaxy, investigating new
planets and mining resources. It is like Minecraft but in space.
Table top role-play games allow you to play a character and decide their actions. It is
like playing a character in a book, but you get to choose what they are going to do.
Characters can try to do anything, from swinging from a chandelier, to hitting someone
with a sword or even trying to put a basket on a guard’s head. You use dice to decide
whether an action you want to do is successful. During lockdown, I went back into
playing table top games, but over the internet.

A little bit like trying to act over zoom. Through this, I get a chance to work with my
friends while defeating the evil bad guys. At the moment, we are battling evil vampires
and freeing the land that he is terrorising. Collaborating with a group to find the best
solution to a situation, saving the day despite seeming insurmountable odds is a
wonderful feeling.
There are many games out there nowadays, many more than when I was growing up.
They challenge you to understand other people, to come up with complete strategies or
even practise your skills and timing. They are great to play in moderation and allow you
to travel into any number of different places and situations. And most importantly, they
get your brain thinking, creatively and logically.

Do you enjoy gaming? What skills does gaming help you to develop? How can you
ensure you balance on-screen games with off-screen games?

Wonderful Work Gallery…
Austen Class

Brunel Class

Davies Class

Mitchell Class

Russell Class

Nelson Class

Dickens Class

Conan-Doyle Class

Nightingale Class

Paulet Class

White Class

Wellington Class

What is going on in the world?
The world’s oldest bird.
There is exciting news for wildlife fans. The world’s oldest-known wild bird has had a chick on
the Pacific Island of Midway Atoll.
Wisdom, who is believed to be around 70 years old, has given birth to what is possibly more
than her 30th chick. She is the oldest-known bird to have ever laid an egg. After spending
most of her time out at sea, Wisdom returns every year to Midway Atoll National Wildlife
refuge. It is estimated that 70 per cent of the world’s Layan albatross lay their eggs at the
site.
Albatross lay just one egg every two years. Wisdom laid her egg back in November. The
male and female adults then take it in turns to look after the chick. They hunt for food during
the day and bring back regurgitated bits of fish for the chick to eat.
The father of Wisdom’s chick is probably a bird called Akeakamai. Albatross mate for life
unless they have to change partner, such as if a partner passes away. They have been
together since around 2010.
So how do we know this is the oldest bird? Well, we don’t know for certain. However,
Wisdom was first discovered back in 1956 by scientist Chandler Robbins. At the time, the
bird was recorded as being around five years old. She was tagged with a band that identified
her as Z333.
In 2002, a bird with a damaged tag was spotted. On closer inspection, Robbins found that it
was the same bird he had tagged when he was much younger. This shocked the scientist.
The oldest recorded Layan albatross at the time was estimated to be 40 years old.
However, because research into these birds is relatively new, scientists don’t know if Wisdom
is an exception or if hundreds of birds just like her reach a similar age.
What they do know though, is that with many dangers that albatross face, such as sharks,
bad weather and plastic pollution, that this bird is very wise. That’s why they gave her the
name, Wisdom.

So, what do you think about this bird? Does she seem pretty wise to you?

Something to keep you busy…
Get creative and make this Easter Bunny Basket to collect up all of
your chocolate eggs!

