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A message from the editor…
Hello everybody,
I hope you are all enjoying the last half term in your current year group; can you believe that we have nearly
reached the summer holidays already?
This edition of St Mary’s News will be the last edition for this school year so look out for some extra activities that
have been put in to celebrate the success of St Mary’s News so far. There are, as always, articles from teachers
and examples of writing from children around school too. In addition to this, look out for an authentic French
recipe from Madame Quick so enjoy reading everything that our wonderful magazine has to offer.
Here’s to a fantastic final few weeks at school – keep working hard everyone!
Miss Sherlock

The Latest Recipe Recommendation…
Madame Quick’s Salade Niçoise
Ingredients











450g/1lb fresh tuna or 4 x 175g/6oz tuna steaks, 2.5cm/1in thick
8 new potatoes, cooked and quartered lengthways
4 plum tomatoes, roughly chopped
115g/4oz extra fine French beans, topped, cooked and drained
4 little gem lettuce hearts, quartered lengthways
1 red onion, finely sliced
4 eggs, cooked for 6 minutes in boiling water from room temperature, halved
6 anchovy fillets cut lengthways into thin strips
16 pitted black olives in brine
8 basil leaves, ripped

For the dressing or marinade








105ml/7tbsp extra virgin olive oil
3 tbsp aged red wine vinegar
2 tbsp freshly chopped parsley
2 tbsp freshly snipped chives
2 garlic cloves, peeled and finely chopped
1 tsp salt
1 tsp ground black pepper

Method
1.

To make the dressing or marinade whisk together the red wine vinegar, olive oil,
parsley, chives, garlic, salt and pepper.
2.
Place the tuna in a shallow dish and pour over half of the dressing. Cover and chill for
1-2 hours to allow the fish to marinate. Toss in the marinade from time to time.
3.
Heat a ridged griddle pan on the hob or a hot barbecue for 5 minutes. Remove the
tuna from the marinade. Cook the tuna steaks for 2-3 minutes on each side, depending on how
rare you like your fish.
4.
Lay the lettuce leaves onto a large plate and add the lettuce, onion, tomatoes, potato,
tuna, beans and anchovies. Drizzle over the remaining dressing then finish by adding the eggs,
olives and ripped basil leaves.
Enjoy this yummy taste of summer!
It could also be made with tinned tuna!

This Edition’s Book Recommendations…

From Mrs Gill
Year 3

Gill Lewis
This book would be great for children in Year 3, who enjoy reading stories
with monsters and who enjoy using their imaginations. Willow Wildthing
and the Swamp Monster When Willow moves to a new town, a chance
encounter with a group of children leads her to explore the local wasteland in
a vivid and imaginative way. A great celebration of adventure and
imagination in every day play.
Year 4

Serena Patel
This story includes humour, as well as adventure and intrigue! Anisha
Accidental Detective Anisha likes order and calm and avoiding fuss, tricky
when her lively household is preparing for her auntie's traditional Hindu
wedding. When Anisha discovers a 'kidnap' note suggesting they cancel the
wedding she has to act quickly and stealthily to avoid a drama. Anisha even
explains some traditions and language as part of the story.

Year 5

Robert J Harris
This story is full of suspense. It is especially great for those of you who like
solving mysteries! The Scarlet Phantom Young Artie Conan Doyle has a
nose for a mystery and together with his two trusty sidekicks investigates
crime in 19th Century Edinburgh. Beautifully written with a playful 'nod' to
Artie's 'future career' as the creator of Sherlock Holmes. This is the 3rd in a
series but you don’t have to have read the other two first.
Year 6

Ross MacKenzie
For fantasy and adventure fans, this book is ideal for you! Evernight is a
powerful fantasy which grips the reader from the start. Lara lives in the
sewers scraping out an existence, all she has left from her mother is a
necklace. When Mrs Hester, who controls the white witches, releases the
killing darkness called Evernight, the whole city will be fighting for survival.
Will Lara survive the darkness?

Test your knowledge! With
Mrs Lillywhite
1) Which of these animals have eyes that turn blue when the light level is lower to help
them see?
a) Bat
b) Reindeer c) Owl
2) 90% of the rings around the planet Saturn are is made up of what?
a) Rocks
b) Gas c) Water
3) Which of these countries spans 11 time zones?
a) Russia
b) United States of America
c) Australia
4) Which of these is the smallest ocean in the world?
a) Pacific
b) Artic
c) Indian
5) What is the capital city of India?
a) Mumbai
b)
Jaipur

c) New Delhi

6) Which British King is said to have visited the Vyne near Basingstoke?
a) Henry VIII
b) George V c) Charles I
7) Which of the world continents has the highest population?
a) Europe
b) Northern America
c) Asia
8) Who left the pop band Little Mix in December 2020?
a) Jesy Nelson
b) Ellie Goulding
c) Dua Lipa
9) Which English novelist was born and lived in Hampshire?
a) Jane Austen
b) Charlotte Brontë
c) Thomas Hardy
10) Which tem won the 2016 European Cup football tournament?
a) Germany
b) France
c) Portugal

Answers:
1) b

2) c

3) a

4) b

5) c

6) a

7) c

8) a

9) a

10) c

Teacher Talk…
Reading is the key to everything
Now I know what you must be thinking … surprise surprise,
another teacher telling us that reading is really important.
I know this is something you must hear a lot and if reading
isn’t your favourite thing, it can be pretty tiresome to
hear. Believe it or not, that is exactly how I felt when I
was a little Year 3 in these very corridors. To be quite
honest, reading frightened me to the bones. I couldn’t
recite stories like others in my class could and when I opened a book, words upon words
just made me sleepy. I was so worried that I was doing something wrong or I was
broken. That was until my wonderful Year 4 teacher, Miss Smith, presented me with
George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl.
It changed my life, this is not an exaggeration. I was lost in the story. It made me want
to laugh and cry and be silly. I suddenly became the child that could not put their book
down. I would read at break time, after-school, before bed; I just couldn’t put this book
down! Once I had finished the book, I was desperate to find something that made me
feel that way again- so I did. Again and again and again. Reading became my way of
relaxing, I could be someone else for 20 minutes here and there. I would go on space
explorations over breakfast and travel to far off places at lunch. Reading gave me the
opportunity to explore places in my imagination I never knew existed but most important
of all, it made me happy. Everyone around me could see the change, I was smiling in
class, putting my hand up more, writing stories that blew my teacher away. I achieved all
of this because of one short book.
I always tell the children in my class that there is the perfect
book out there for everyone. It might take you a couple of
attempts to find it, but you will find it. My favourite thing in my
classroom is my reading trolley. This is where I will put copies of
the books I recommend the most in the hope I can inspire pupils
just like Miss Smith inspired me. I love getting book suggestions
from my class as well as giving them out, so if you ever see me
around school, please tell me what you’re reading- I’d love to know!
If you are feeling down about reading, don’t give up hope. You will
find the right book for you! Miss Cosgrove 

Wonderful Work Gallery…
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What is going on in the world?
There is no life on Venus but there could be on Jupiter.
That's according to a new scientific study which says the amount
of water within the clouds of Venus is too low for life to thrive.
But Jupiter's clouds have the right water conditions to permit Earth-like life, according to
researchers.
Jupiter is the biggest planet in the solar system and is the fifth planet from the Sun.
Venus is the second planet from the Sun and is the brightest natural object in Earth's night
sky after the Moon.
Last year, a different group of scientists released a study which added hope to the theory that
there's been life on Venus because of the existence of phosphine gas in its atmosphere.
On Earth, phosphine gas is associated with life. However, scientists think the added
existence of sulphuric acid within the Venus clouds - which is bad for the structures that
support life - means that it is unlikely.
Dr John Hallsworth, one of the study's authors from the School of Biological Sciences at
Queen's University Belfast, said: "One thing which we found which was unexpected was that
the clouds of Jupiter actually have the right temperature and water activity combination to
support active life.
"We absolutely hadn't expected that."
Nasa and the European Space Agency have recently announced three missions to Venus
in the coming years.

Imagine water waves glowing when they come ashore... well that's what can happen
because of bioluminescence.
Bioluminescence is the light that some living creatures, such as plankton in the sea, emit
from their bodies. Some small creatures emit a light to scare off predators.
If this happens in the right conditions the water can start glowing - watch the clip above to
see when it happened in Anglesey in north Wales in June 2021.
Other plants and creatures can give off light too from their body.
Here are some other cool light shows that happen in nature...
Northern lights & Southern lights
More commonly known as the Northern Lights, the aurora borealis is a brilliant natural light
show that occurs in the night sky. Certain places in the north of Europe like Finland are
known for these amazing displays and lots of people travel to see it.
Solved: The mystery of why the aurora borealis happens
The Southern Lights, or aurora austrialis, is a similar event, but it happens in places in the
world nearer to the South Pole instead. Watch the clip above to see the natural light show in
action.
Rainbows
Rainbows occur everywhere, but have you ever seen lightning and a rainbow at the same
time? Take a look at it above.
Rainbows occur when raindrops in the sky interact with sunlight. The different colours are
due to the different angles the light hits the water droplets.
You can also get fogbows - when sunlight interacts with water droplets contained in fog, mist
or clouds - and moonbows (sometimes known as a lunar rainbow) - when the light from the
moon interacts with water droplets in the air.
Solar & lunar eclipses
These are rare and people get really excited when they occur, travelling far just to experience
them.
A solar eclipse is when the moon appears directly in front of the sun and blocks out its light
for a short while. It's dangerous to look directly at the sun when it happens but luckily special
cameras are able to capture it for us to watch on TV - take a look at the clip above.
A lunar eclipse is when the moon appears darkened as it passes
into the earth's shadow.

Flora Stevenson is the first woman to feature on the Royal Bank of Scotland's £50
note.
She has been chosen to appear on the bank's new plastic banknote because of her work to
help children from poorer backgrounds to get an education in Victorian times.
She was a supporter of education for girls and women at the time and pushed for universities
to allow female students.
The new note has been designed with the help of the public and has a bird of prey called an
osprey on the back.

Different banknotes in the UK
Some banks in Scotland and Northern Ireland have permission to print their own notes which can be
used anywhere in the UK.
They're high street banks so are printing notes on behalf of their own bank, whereas the Bank of
England's notes are printed on behalf of the whole of the UK.
Only the Bank of England issues banknotes in Wales so the nation doesn't have a different set of notes.
Sonja Brown, headteacher at Flora Stevenson Primary School, said: "As an institution which
carries her name, we are quite aware of the impact she has had on Scottish society and
education.
"Her appearance on the note will make many others aware of her positive impact on Scottish
society."
The new note will be released to be used by the public on 18 August.
How much do you know about the rest of the world's money?

Something to keep you busy…

St Mary’s News; Summer 2 Edition Challenge
To celebrate a whole year of our school magazine, we’d like
to see if you can create an acrostic poem for ‘St Mary’s
News’. Miss Sherlock would love to see any that you come
up with. Use the template below or make your own.
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