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Achieving more together               
 

St. Mary’s News 

 
 

     A message from the editor…                                    Spring Edition 2023 
 
Hi everyone,  
 
I hope you have been enjoying all the fun learning and extra-curricular activities going on around 
school this term. Spring is finally in the air and it has been wonderful to see new life in terms of wildlife 
in and around school. Daffodils are in full bloom and there have even been sightings of songbirds, 
squirrels, rabbits and baby deer…aaahhh! Spring is a time for new life, new ideas and a fresh start. 
During this time of Lent and in the lead up to the Easter break, we will be thinking about how Jesus’ 
sacrifice brought about a fresh start and a path to bring people closer to God. How do you celebrate 
Easter in your families? Read on to find out how people around the world celebrate. How is this the 
same as you? How is it different? 
 
We also have a great Easter recipe, a quiz and other fun activities for you to try. Each year group has 
an excellent piece of writing for you to read and in Teacher Talk, you can find out about the hobby of 
one of your teachers. It might inspire you to give it a try too! Try one of the books recommended for 
your year group and write a review of it for a friend. Have a lovely Easter Holiday! 

 
Mrs Gill 
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An Easter Recipe – by Mr Gibbs 
 

Mr Gibbs’ Hot Cross Buns 
 

Hot cross buns are a particular favourite of mine and baking is something I really enjoy. These 
sticky buns of goodness are great toasted and I enjoy mine with butter or jam. I wonder how you 
eat them. Try baking and let me know what you have used. Follow my recipe below.  
 
Ingredients 

 50 g unsalted butter 

 50 g golden caster sugar 

 1 heaped teaspoon mixed spice 

 1 whole nutmeg , for grating 

 200 ml semi-skimmed milk 

 1 large free-range egg 

 400 g strong white bread flour , plus 2 tablespoons and extra for dusting 

 50 g quality cocoa powder 

 1 x 7 g sachet of dried yeast 

 150 g quality dark chocolate, (70%) 

 100 g raisins , or mixed dried fruit 

 3 tablespoons runny honey 

 
Method 

1. Place the butter, sugar, mixed spice, a good grating of nutmeg and a pinch of sea salt in a 
pan over a low heat and warm gently until melted, stirring occasionally. 

2. Remove from the heat, pour in the milk, then crack in the egg and whisk well. 

3. Sift the flour and cocoa powder into a large bowl and tip in the yeast. Make a well in the 
middle, then gradually pour in the milk mixture, stirring and bringing in the flour from the outside to 
form a rough dough. 

4. Knead on a flour-dusted surface for around 5 minutes, or until smooth and springy. Transfer 
to a flour-dusted bowl, cover with a clean damp tea towel and prove in a warm place for 1 hour 30 
minutes, or until doubled in size. 

5. Chop half the chocolate into 12 equal-sized pieces and put aside, then finely chop the 
remaining chocolate into tiny chips. Chop any large dried fruits into smaller pieces. 

6. When the dough is ready, transfer to a clean surface and use your fist to knock out the air. 
Roughly stretch and flatten out the dough, sprinkle over the chocolate chips and dried fruit, then 
knead for a few minutes until smooth again, pushing any chocolate or fruit that escapes back into 
the dough. 

7. Preheat the oven to 180ºC/350ºF/gas 4, and grease and line a 25cm x 35cm baking tray. 



3 

 

8. Divide the dough into 12 equal pieces. Flatten one piece slightly, push a piece of chocolate 
into the centre, snapping it to fit, if needed, then fold the dough back over the chocolate to trap it 
inside. Shape the dough into a neat ball and place on the prepared tray. Repeat with the 
remaining dough, leaving a small gap between each bun. 

9. Cover with a damp tea towel and leave to prove in a warm place for around 45 minutes, or 
until doubled in size. 

10. Mix 2 tablespoons of flour with enough water to give you a thick batter consistency, then 
transfer to a piping bag. Pipe thin crosses across the top of the buns. 

11. Bake for 25 minutes, or until golden, then transfer to a cooling rack. Warm the honey a little 
to loosen, then gently brush over the buns to glaze. 

12. Slice open while warm to enjoy the melting middle – delicious served with a little butter and 
Mr Gibbs’ choice of cherry jam, if you like. 

 
This Edition’s Book Recommendations – by Mrs Gill 
 

Year 3  
 

 

 

 

Leon and the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A simple but punch-packing new tale from storytelling master David 
Almond. When a brand new boy called George starts at school, 
Daniel and his best friend Maxie are looking forward to getting a 
chance to enjoy the company of a new classmate. Daniel agrees to 
keep an eye on the new boy, although he has to admit there are few 
unusual things about George. Whether it’s the way that Miss Crystal 
watches his every step and makes ongoing observations in her 
notebook or the way that George can answer complicated maths 
questions without having to think about them, yet doesn’t seem to 
have an understanding of some of the very basic chatter between 
Daniel and his friends, something seems amiss. 
 

Leon and the Place Between  
Wanting to prove to his brothers and sister that magic really exists, Leon 
volunteers to be in Abdul Kazam’s magic show and gets transported to a 
mysterious world. Filled with rabbits, doves, playing cards and magician’s 
assistants – among other things – if a magician can make it disappear, it will 
end up in the Place Between! When Leon returns, not only do his brothers 
and sister believe, but we do too. With die cut holes into and out of the Place 
Between, the reader takes a journey right through the pages of the book, into 
the mysterious world of Grahame Baker-Smith’s breath-taking illustrations. 
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Year 5 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Year 6 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eleven-year-old Danny Chung loves drawing more than 
anything – certainly more than maths, which, according to his 
dad and everyone else, is what he is ‘supposed’ to be good at. 
He also loves having his own room where he can draw in peace, 
so his life is turned upside down when a surprise that he’s been 
promised turns out to be his little, wrinkly, ex-maths-champion 
grandmother from China. What’s worse, Nai Nai has to share 
his room, AND she takes the top bunk! 

Nai Nai can’t speak a word of English, which doesn’t make 
things easy for Danny when he is charged with looking after her 
during his school holidays. Babysitting Nai Nai is NOT what he 
wants to be doing! 

Before long though it becomes clear to Danny that there is more 
to Nai Nai than meets the eye, and that they have more in 
common that he thought possible … 

 

The magic of L.M. Montgomery’s treasured classic is reimagined in 
a whimsically-illustrated graphic novel adaptation perfect for 
newcomers and kindred spirits alike. 

When Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert decide to adopt an orphan who 
can help manage their family farm, they have no idea what delightful 
trouble awaits them. With flame-red hair and an unstoppable 
imagination, 11-year-old Anne Shirley takes Green Gables by storm. 

Anne’s misadventures bring a little romance to the lives of everyone 
she meets: her bosom friend, Diana Barry; the town gossip, Mrs. 
Lynde; and that infuriating tease, Gilbert Blythe. From triumphs and 
thrills to the depths of despair, Anne turns each everyday moment 
into something extraordinary. 
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TEACHER TALK – by Mrs Parsons 
 

 
 
 

Have you ever slept overnight in a tent? Do you love being outside? Well, if you do, 
then camping might be something that you would like to try. 
Camping is an activity that my family and I love to do each summer. As the summer 
months are approaching, we are planning out our next camping trip. I love being 
able to get away from all the busy, noisy places and find a campsite with lots of 
green, open space and have a chance for my family and I to enjoy time outside 
together. We cook outside, play outside, make our meals outside and even brush 
our teeth outside! One of my favourite times is when we can sit around a campfire 
together, toast marshmallows and watch stars together. We have managed to watch 
a meteor shower before, with amazing shooting stars across the sky.    
If you fancy trying camping, talk to your family about where you could camp together 
and what sort of equipment you might need… 
Here is a handy checklist of things of you might need: 

 A tent – of course! 

 A torch or lantern 

 Bedding – a soft mat and a sleeping bag and lots of blankets 

 Kitchen tools (forks, knives, plates, containers and a kettle) 

 Food 

 Water 

 Clean clothes and dry shoes 

 A cool box to help keep food fresh 

 A first aid kit 

 Insect repellent 

 Sun cream 

 Matches to light a fire – of course, this needs to be with an adult! 

If you want to ask about what camping might be like, come and have a chat with me, 
I’d love to talk to you.  
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Wonderful Work Gallery 
 
A celebration of your writing this term… 
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Paulet 
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What’s in the news around the 
World? 

 
By Mrs Candy 

 

Easter Traditions 

Easter is just around the corner. As well as being a religious festival, Easter is host to a 
range of unique traditions from around the world. 

 When did people start eating chocolate eggs? 

In Bermuda, an island in the North Atlantic, people build and fly kites on Good Friday. 
Traditionally, the kites are either six or eight-sided and are made from colourful paper. They 
often have long tails and a strip of paper attached to the kites to make a humming noise. 
From 3 p.m., people fly their kites and take part in competitions, such as the largest kite 
and best decorated. 

In Sweden and some other countries, children dress up as Easter witches. This involves 
wearing a headscarf and having painted freckles on their faces. Much like Halloween, 
children go from house to house to get sweets but here they swap them for pictures they 
have made. 

In Florence, Italy, there is a special firework display, every year on Easter Sunday. The 
event is known as the ‘Explosion of the Cart’. This sees a decorative cart, which is around 
nine metres tall, wheeled outside of the Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore by two  oxen. 
After the Archbishop of Florence has led an Easter service, he lights a dove-shaped 
firework, which flies down a wire lighting the cart. Attached to the cart are many fireworks, 
which then are set off in front of an eager crowd. 

Every year in Bessières, France, a giant omelette is made 
from around 15,000 eggs! The tradition is said to have 
dated back to when French ruler Napoleon was travelling 
through Bessières. He ate an omelette so delicious that he 
wanted all the eggs in the town gathered to make a giant 
omelette for his army. To this day, the tradition continues; 
many chefs stir the giant omelette with oar-sized spoons.  

Did you know? 

Hollow chocolate eggs were first sold in the UK in 1873, by the company Fry’s. Sending 
these eggs as gifts replaced a previous tradition of sending painted chicken eggs.  

The chocolate egg is first thought to have come from France and Germany in the early 19th 
century. At this time, the eggs were solid chocolate!  

 

However you and your family choose to celebrate Easter, I hope you have a wonderful time.  
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Quiz time – by Mrs Stephens 

King Charles III’s Coronation – How much do you know? 

 

1. When was Queen Elizabeth II's Coronation? 

2. Who designed Queen Elizabeth II's Coronation dress? 

3. How many parts does a coronation service fall into? 

4. What did Prince Charles receive from Queen Elizabeth II when she was 
crowned? 

5. How many Coronations have been held at Westminster Abbey? 

6. Who will conduct King Charles' Coronation? 

7. How many guests attended Queen Elizabeth II's Coronation? 

8. How many nations and territories were officially represented at Queen 
Elizabeth II's Coronation service? 

9. What is the name of the crown placed on the head of Queen Elizabeth II during 
her Coronation service? 

10. What is Prince William expected to do at King Charles III's Coronation? 

 

Answers on last page 

 
 
 

https://www.countryliving.com/uk/news/g40059160/queen-elizabeth-tribute-countryside-animals/
https://www.countryliving.com/uk/news/a42407271/what-crown-will-king-charles-wear/
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Something to keep you Busy! 
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There are 8 altogether! 
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Answers 

King Charles III's Coronation: quiz answers 

1. 2nd June 1953 

2. British fashion designer Norman Hartnell 

3. The coronation falls into six parts: the recognition, the oath, the anointing, the investiture (which 
includes the crowning), the enthronement and the homage 

4. A special hand-painted invitation to the Coronation 

5. There have been 39 coronations in Westminster Abbey since 1066 

6. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby 

7. A total of 8,251 guests attended The Queen's Coronation ceremony at Westminster Abbey 

8. 129 nations and territories were officially represented at the Coronation service 

9. The St. Edward's Crown 

10. Prince William is expected to kneel before the King and kiss him on his right cheek as a sign of 
respect 

 
 

Crossword answers: 
 

 


