
Reading
Children who read for pleasure are likely to do significantly better 

at school than their peers, according to new research from the 

Institute of Education (IOE).

Research has also repeatedly shown that parental involvement in their

child’s literacy practices is a more powerful force than other family background

variables, such as social class, family size and level of parental education.



Reading at St. Mary’s

• What we do

- Reciprocal reading

• Reading at home

- Why?

- How?



Reciprocal Reading 



Why Reciprocal Reading? 

Promotes higher order thinking, develops listening 

and talking. 

Encourages children to ask questions of the text 

themselves and to answer and build on the themselves and to answer and build on the 

questions of their peers. Asking questions and 

peer discussion can be a powerful learning 

experience and requires a higher level of 

understanding and engagement with the text. It 

also ensures that pupils with lower reading abilities 

can engage with the text and the curriculum. the 

curriculum for all learners. 



Reciprocal reading at St. 
Mary’s...

• Quality of dialogue and questioning 
between children has been to a high 
standard

• Children's written and verbal responses to • Children's written and verbal responses to 
a text has increased in both quality and 
quantity



Reading with your child

• Why is it important?



It’s not just decoding!

Reading: is not a 
simple single skill. 
It is a complex set 

of strategies, which of strategies, which 

will result in 

different outcomes. 

Dyslexia International





Types of Questioning 

Examples of these in the front of the red 
reading records!



Strategies for 

developing 

effective 

dialogue 



But most importantly...

It’s about reading for pleasure!



Reading for pleasure

• There is good evidence to suggest that 
young people who read for pleasure daily 
perform better in reading skills tests than 
those who never do. However, a recent those who never do. However, a recent 
survey carried out by the National Literacy 
Trust has indicated a decline in the 
amount of time children and young people 
spend reading for pleasure.

Education Standards Research Team, ESARD May 2012 



Reading for pleasure

• An important factor in developing reading for 
pleasure is providing choice - choice and 
interest are highly related

• Parents and the home environment are 
essential to the early teaching of reading and essential to the early teaching of reading and 
fostering a love of reading; children are more 
likely to continue to be readers in homes 
where books and reading are valued

• Reading for pleasure is strongly influenced by 
relationships between teachers and children, 
and children and families.

Education Standards Research Team, ESARD May 2012 



What we’re doing to help

• Information evening: Tuesday 11th March 
2014

• The library! • The library! 

• Library opening times

• All new Family library 



1 Write sentences.

2 Write narratives about personal experiences and

those of others (real and fictional).

Write about real events.

Write poetry.

Write for different purposes.

3/4 Organise paragraphs around a theme.

In narratives, creating settings, characters and

Writing purposes in the new primary programme of study

In narratives, creating settings, characters and

plot.

In non-narrative material, use simple

organisational devices such as headings and

sub-headings.

5/6 Identify the audience for and purpose of the

writing, selecting the appropriate form and using

other similar writing as models for their own.



Significant changes in Key Stages 1 and 2

• More challenging demands on number and calculation, including mental

facility, with some non-formal algebra in year 6

• An expectation that pupils will calculate using fractions from year 3

• Less emphasis on statistics (data handling) as this is now a secondary focus

• Probability no longer included ~ moved to ks3

Maths

• Probability no longer included ~ moved to ks3

• ‘Shape and space’ is now Geometry: 

~ divided into two sections: ‘position and direction’ and ‘properties of shape’

• Emphasis on consolidating understanding at a key stage rather than racing 

through stages



National Curriculum changes 2014

Lower key stage 2 (excerpt)

‘The principal focus of mathematics teaching in lower key stage 2 is to ensure that 

pupils become increasingly fluent with whole numbers and the four operations, 

including number facts and the concept of place value. This should ensure that 

pupils develop efficient written and mental methods and perform calculations pupils develop efficient written and mental methods and perform calculations 

accurately with increasingly large whole numbers.’ 

‘At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to solve a range of problems, 

including with simple fractions and decimal place value …’

‘By the end of year 4, pupils should have memorised their multiplication tables up 

to and including the 12 multiplication table and show precision and fluency in their 

work….’ 



National Curriculum changes 2014

Upper KS2 (excerpt)
‘The principal focus of mathematics teaching in upper key stage 2 is to 
ensure that pupils extend their understanding of the number system and 
place value to include larger integers. This should develop the 
connections that pupils make between multiplication and division with 
fractions, decimals, percentages and ratio. 
At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to solve a wider range of 
problems, including increasingly complex properties of numbers and problems, including increasingly complex properties of numbers and 
arithmetic, and problems demanding efficient written and mental 
methods of calculation. With this foundation in arithmetic, pupils are 
introduced to the language of algebra as a means for solving a variety of 
problems. ..’

‘By the end of year 6, pupils should be fluent in written methods for all 
four operations, including long multiplication and division, and in working 
with fractions, decimals and percentages. ‘  



What will all this mean for us?



“Love is patient 

Love is kind 

Love isn’t jealous 

It doesn’t boast 

It’s not rude 

Article 1 – Everyone under the age of 18 has all the rights in the convention. We have 

the responsibility to respect the rights of others.

“Love is what holds 

everything together in 

perfect unity.”

It’s not rude 

It’s not selfish” 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your strength, and with all your mind; and love your 

neighbour as yourself. 



Love of one another

Love of 

mankind

Love of God

Many hands build a house

Love of mankind

mankind

Many hearts make a school

One Family – achieving more together

Or can you think of a better ‘slogan’? Please see the governors


